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NOTES 

(a.)  Holds  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Certificate  granted  by  the 
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(d.)  Llolds  the  Certificate  in  Sanitary  Science  granted  by  the 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 
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Public  Health  Department, 

Tydfil  House, 

PENTRE,  Rhondda. 

31st  December,  1955. 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
OF  THE  Borough  of  Rhondda 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  privilege  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
state  of  the  public  health  and  sanitary  conditions  in  the 
Rhondda  for  1954. 

For  the  greater  part  of  the  year  the  duties  of  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  were  carried  out  by  Dr.  D.  J.  Thomas,  and 
I should  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  his  work  which 
made  it  the  more  easy  for  me  to  take  over  the  administration 
of  the  Health  Services  in  this  area.. 

I should  also  like  to  thank  Members  and  Chief  Officers 
of  the  Council  for  their  help  and  interest  since  my  appointment 
and  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their  most  loyal 
support  and  assistance  during  the  year. 


Yours  sincerely. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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i^^onbtia  ^rban  Bisitrut 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  FOR  THE  YEAR  1954 


•••*  ••••  •••• 

Population  (Census,  1951) 

Population  (Estimated  at  Midsummer,  1954) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 


Live  Births — 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Still  Births 

Still  Births  per  1,000 
Total  (live  and  still) 
Births 

Deaths  from  all  causes 


Maternal  Deaths — 

Other  Puerperal 
Causes 

Deaths  under  1 year — 
All  Infants 
Legitimate  Infants 
Illegitimate  Infants 


Males  Females 

779  ....  741 

22  ....  21 

801  ....  762 

29  ....  27 

783  ....  643 

Rate  per 
No.  Live 

Births 

2 ....  1.28 


....  23,886  acres 

111,389 

108,730 

29,756 

Rate 
per  1,000 
Total  Population 

1,520  ....  13.98 

43  ....  0.40 

1,563  ....  14.4 

56  ....  — . 

34.6 

1,426  ....  13.1 

1,000 

Total 

Births 


1.24 


49  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  ....  31.3 

49  Rate  per  1,000  Leg.  Live  Births  ....  31.3 

— Rate  per  1,000  Illeg.  Live  Births  — 


Deaths  from  special  causes 
Measles 

No. 

Rate 
per  1,000 
Population 

• • • • 

Whooping  Cough 

••••  •••• 

— 

....  — 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2 years)  .... 

6 

0.05 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

System 

32 

0.29 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

•••• 

2 

0.01 

C^mcer  ....  ....  .... 

•••• 

197 

1.81 

SECTION  I. 


GENERAI.  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS 


17 


POPULATION. 


The  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  the  mid-year 
population  of  1954  was  108,730,  whilst  the  corresponding 
estimate  for  1953  was  109,100.  The  estimated  drop  in  the 
population  during  this  period  was,  therefore,  370  persons. 
However,  the  population  continued  to  show  a natural  increase, 
i.e.,  the  births  exceeded  the  deaths  by  123.  The  corresponding 
figure  for  1953  was  287. 

During  the  year,  the  County  Report  for  Glamorgan 
(Census  1951)  was  published,  and  some  attributes  of  the 
population  of  the  Rhondda  as  at  1951  are  given  below. 

Population  enumerated  April,  1951  - 111,389 

„ „ 1931  - 141,346 


Table  I. 


WARDS 

1931  1 

1951 

1931  - 

1951 

Population 

Population 

Decrease 

% Decrease 

1 

13,287 

10,464 

2,823 

21% 

2 

15,264 

11,856 

3,408 

22% 

3 

10,418 

7,875 

2,543 

24% 

4 

11,241 

8,682 

2,559 

23% 

5 

13,359 

10,821 

2,538 

19% 

6 

13,368 

10,691 

2,677 

20% 

7 

11,878 

9,793 

2,085 

18% 

8 

14,789 

12,036 

2,753 

19% 

9 

11,126 

9,008 

2,118 

19% 

10 

10,541 

8,058 

2,483 

24% 

11 

16,075 

12,105 

3,970 

25% 

All  Wards 

141,346 

111,389 

29,957 

21.2% 

Table  showing  populations  in  wards  at  1931  and  1951 
and  percentage  decrease  over  this  period. 
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Table  II. 


Age 

Group 

No.  of  Males 
in  stated 
age-group 

% Males  in 
stated 
age-group 

No.  of  Females 
in  stated 

age-group 

% Females 
in  stated 
age-group 

0-  4 

4,789 

8.8% 

4,660 

8.2% 

5-14 

8,289 

15.2% 

8,099 

14.2% 

15-39 

18,868 

34.7% 

20,242 

35.5% 

40-59 

14,402 

26.5% 

15,163 

26.6% 

60-69 

4,853 

8.9% 

5,246 

9.2% 

70  + 

3,190 

5.9% 

3,588 

6.3% 

All  Ages 

54,391 

48.8% 

56,998 

51.2% 

Table  showing  age-sex  distribution  of  population  at  1951. 


Table  3 shows  the  % age-sex  constitution  of  the 
])0])ulation  as  at  1911  and  1951.  The  marked  change  that 
has  occurred  is  seen  more  clearly  in  the  accompanying 
histogram.  As  noted  in  the  County  generally,  the  population 
of  the  Rhondda  now  has  a higher  proportion  of  persons  in 
the  older  age-groups  and  a smaller  proportion  in  the  younger 
groups. 

Table  III. 


Age- 

Group 

1911 

% Males 
in  stated 
age-group 

1951 

% Males 
in  stated 
age-group 

1911 

% Females 
in  stated 

age-group 

1951 

% Females 
in  stated 
age-group 

0-  4 

12.9 

8.8 

15.5% 

8.2 

5-14 

20.6 

15.2 

24.6 

14.2 

15-39 

45.8 

34.7 

40.7 

35.5 

40-59 

17.1 

26.5 

15 

26.6 

60-69 

2.8 

8.9 

3 

9.2 

70  + 

0.8% 

5.9 

1.3 

6.3 

Table  showing  % age-sex  constitution  of  Rhondda 
population  at  1911  and  1951. 
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% Males  in  stated  age  group  % Females  in  stated  age  group 
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In  1911  there  were  1,640  persons  over  70  years  of  age 
in  the  Rhondda.  In  1951  there  were  6,778.  This  change  in 
l)Opulation  constitution  must  bring  with  it  new  problems, 
both  ec(.)nomic  and  medical  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
one  of  the  more  pressing  needs  of  Health  Services  at  the 
present,  and  in  the  future,  will  be  schemes  to  ensure  the 
well-being  of  people  in  the  older  age-groups. 


SEX  DISTRIBUTION  AND  SOCIAL  STATE 

In  1954,  of  the  111,389  persons  enumerated  in  the 
Rhondda,  54,391  were  males  and  56,998  were  females. 

Table  W.  gives  the  marital  condition  of  males  and 
females  separately. 


Table  IV. 

MALES 


Total 

Single 

Married 

' 

Widowed 

Divorced 

54,391 

24,509 

27,288 

2,474 

120 

FEMALES 


Total 

Single 

Married 

Widowed 

Divorced 

56,998 

22,418 

28,048 

6,384 

148 

Table  V.  shows  the  percentage  of  the  male  and  female 
population  married  at  certain  age  groups. 


i 
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Table  V . 


Age  Group 

Percentage  Married 

Males 

Females 

15-19 

0.4 

5 

20-24 

3 

52 

25-29 

67 

80 

30-34 

79 

83 

35-39 

84 

86 

40-44 

83 

83 

BIRTHS 

1,563  live  births  'were  registered  during  1954  as  belong- 
ing to  women  normally  resident  within  the  Rhondda  area. 
Table  VI.  shows  their  distribution  by  sex  and  legitimacy. 

Table  VI. 


Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

779 

741 

Illegitimate 

22 

21 

Total 

801 

762 

Birth  Rate  (Rhondda)  ...  14.4  per  1,000  population 

Birth  Rate  (Urban  Districts)  ....  15.87  „ „ 

Birth  Rate  (England  & Wales)  ...  15.2  „ „ 


Table  VII.  shows  distribution  of  births  according  to 
place  of  birth. 

Table  VII. 


Total 

Domiciliary 

Institutional 

Live  Births 

Live  Births 

Live  Births 

1,563 

664 

899 

22 


With  the  publication  of  the  County  Report  (Census 
1951)  it  has  been  possible  to  calculate  the  Fertility  Rate  for 
the  Rhondda  as  at  1951.  Table  VIII.  shows  the  Fertility 
Rates  for  1951,  1931  and  1911. 


Table  VIII. 


Year 

Legitimate 

Live  Births 

Married  Female 
Population 
(15-44) 

Fertility  Rate 
per  1,000  Females 
(15-44) 

1911 

5,063 

20,326 

249 

1931 

2,416 

18,043 

134 

1951 

1,665 

15,823 

105 

43  live  illegitimate  births  were  allocated  to  the  district 
in  1954.  This  represents  a rate  of  27.5  per  1,000  live  births. 
The  illegitimate  birth  rate  for  the  past  5 years  is  shown 
in  Table  IX. 

Table  IX. 


Year 

Illegitimate  Birth 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

1950 

39.2 

1951 

29.7 

1952 

36.8 

1953 

26.6 

1954 

27.5 

STILL -BIRTHS 

56  still-births  occurred  during  1954,  giving  a still-birth 
rate  of  34.6  per  1,000  live  and  still-births. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 


Table  X.  gives  details  of  infant  mortality  in  the 
Rhondda  during  1954. 


Table  X. 


Deaths 

under 

Deaths 

under 

1 year 

4 weeks 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

23 

26 

14 

15 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

23 

26 

14 

15 

24 


Table  XL  gives  certain  details  of  infant  mortality  for 
the  past  10  years. 


Table  XL 


Y ear 

T otal 
Infant 
deaths 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

« -iid 

-C  « 

(0  "D  > 

V c > 

Q =>- 

Specific 

age  death 

rate 

Deaths 

under 

4 weeks 

Neo-Natal 

Death  Rate 

Deaths 

4 wks.-l  year 

Specific  age 

death  rate 

4 wks.- 1 year 

1945 

107 

53 

37 

18 

60 

30 

47 

23 

1946 

93 

42 

38 

17 

52 

' 23 

41 

18 

1947 

122 

52 

43 

18 

55 

23 

67 

28 

1948 

83 

40 

42 

20 

55 

26 

28 

13 

1949 

78 

43 

45 

25 

50 

27 

28 

15 

1950 

82 

47 

36 

20 

43 

24 

39 

22 

1951 

87 

51 

43 

25 

54 

31 

33 

19 

1952 

69 

40 

36 

21 

43 

25 

26 

15 

1953 

51 

30 

25 

15 

32 

19 

19 

11 

1954 

49 

31 

24 

15 

29 

19 

20 

12 

The  significant  feature  of  the  above  table  is  the 
marked  contrast  between  the  reduction  in  the  age  specific 
death  rates.  Thus  the  specific  age  death  rate  for  4 weeks — 
1 year  has  decreased  some  48  per  cent,  over  the  1945  level, 
whilst  the  neo-natal  rate  (0-4  weeks)  has  only  shown  a 
corresponding  decrease  of  37  per  cent.  For  deaths  under 
one  week  the  decrease  amounts  only  to  17  per  cent.  It  is 
obvious,  therefore,  that  our  attention  must  be  focussed  on 
the  causes  of  death  at  this  period  of  life  and  their  eradication 
if  possible. 
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Table  XII.  is  a short  classification  of 
which  occurred  during  1954. 


infant  deaths 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  the  principal 
cause  of  death  under  4 weeks  is  prematurity;  the  principal 
cause  during  the  rest  of  the  first  year  is  infection. 
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DEATHS 


Number  of  Deaths  registered  in  Rhondda  in  1954  ...  1,203 

Number  of  Deaths  of  persons  normally  resident 

outside  Rhondda  ...  ...  ...  50 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Rhondda  residents  that  occurred 

outside  district  ...  ...  ...  273 

Actual  number  of  registered  deaths  allocated  to  the 

district  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,426 


Crude  Death  Rate  for  Rhondda 
Comparability  Factor 
Standardised  Death  Rate 

Rhondda 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 


13.1  per  1,000  population 
1.07 

14.0  per  1,000  population 
11.3  per  1,000  population 


Table  XI II.  shows  the  causes  of  death  in  the  Rhondda 
Urban  District  for  1954  (Table  S.D.  30  of  the  Registrar-General) 

Table  XIII. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes 

790 

644 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

20 

8 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

4 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

3 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

2 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis... 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

4 

2 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

31 

17 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

22 

2 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

18 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

10 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  ... 

49 

49 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

4 

3 
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16. 

Diabetes 

Males 

1 

Females 

7 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

...  85 

133 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

...  120 

51 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

8 

8 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

...  96 

133 

21. 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

...  27 

26 

22. 

Influenza 

2 

5 

23. 

Pneumonia 

...  14 

12 

24. 

Bronchitis 

...  77 

24 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

...  77 

9 

26. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  duodenum 

9 

2 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

4 

4 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

...  20 

13 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

...  15 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

. . . — 

2 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

4 

8 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

...  61 

81 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

4 

— 

34. 

All  other  accidents  ... 

...  25 

11 

35. 

Suicide  ... 

4 

4 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

. . . — 

— 

Table  11.  in  the  Appendix  gives  details  of  the  local 
classification  of  the  deaths  that  occurred,  together  ’with  their 
distribution  by  age,  sex  and  district. 
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The  following  short  classification  has  been  obtained  from 
these  figures  and  shows  the  distribution  of  deaths  by  certain 
causes. 


Table  XIV. 


CAUSE 

No.  of  deaths 

1.  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System  ... 

741 

2.  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System  ... 

213 

3.  Malignant  Diseases  ... 

197 

4.  Old  Age 

54 

5.  Urogenital  System 

46 

6.  Accidents 

40 

7.  Diseases  of  Alimentary  System 

16 

8.  Suicide 

8 

9.  Other  Infective  diseases  ... 

7 

10.  Other  deaths 

104 

Total  Deaths 

1,426 

DEATHS  DUE  TO  DISEASES 
OF  THE  CIRCULATORY  SYSTEM 


Deaths  attributed  to  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 
system  and  coronary  system  form  (368)  49.7%  of  the  total 
deaths  registered  in  this  group.  Table  XV.  shows  distribution 
of  deaths  from  these  two  causes  over  the  past  five  years. 

Table  XV. 


Year 

Deaths  due 

to 

Coronary 

Disease 

Deaths  due  to 
vascular 
lesions  of 
C.N.S. 

Deaths  due  to 
other  diseases  of 
cardio-vascular 
system 

Total  deaths 

1950 

139 

165 

397 

1,654 

1951 

142 

177 

430 

1,755 

1952 

164 

199 

376 

1,440 

1953 

158 

176 

381 

1,399 

1954 

155 

213 

373 

1,426 
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Table  XVI.  shows  the  distribution  of  deaths  from  the 
foregoing  two  causes  by  age. 


Table  XVI. 


25  — 

45  — 

65  — 

75  + 

Total  at 
all  ages 

Deaths  due  to 

Coronary  disease 

5 

42 

49 

155 

Deaths  due  to 
vascular  lesions 
of  the  central 
nervous  system 

5 

38 

72 

96 

*211 

2 deaths  attributable  to  vascular  lesions  of  the 
Nervous  System  occurred  under  1 year — making  the  total 
number  of  deaths  from  this  cause  213).  Of  the  deaths  from 
coronary  heart  disease,  41  per  cent,  occur  in  the  age  group 
25  - 64.  The  corresponding  figure  for  deaths  due  to  vascular 
lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  is  20.3  per  cent. 

The  sex  difference  in  deaths  from  the  above  two 
causes  are  shown  in  Table  XVII. 


Table 

XVII. 

Disease 

Males 

Females 

Coronary  Heart  Disease 

no 

131 

Vascular  disease  of 

the  Nervous  System  .... 

82 

45 

30 


DEATHS  DUE  TO  DISEASES 
OF  THE  RESPIRATORY  SYSTEM 


Table  XVllI.  gives  a short  classification  of  the  213 
deaths  attributed  to  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  in 
Table  XIV. 

Table  XVIII. 


Disease 

No.  of  Deaths 

Bronchitis 

70 

Pneumonia  .... 

32 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Pneumoconiosis  alone  and  with 

32 

associated  causes 

42 

Other 

37 

Total 

213 

Table  XIX.  shows  distribution  of  deaths  from  Bronchitis 
and  Pneumonia  by  age. 

Table  XIX. 


Disease 

0 — 

5 — 

15  — 

25  — 

45  — 

65  — 

75  + 

Total 

Bronchitis 

0 

0 

0 

2 

22 

25 

21 

70 

Pneumonia  .... 

7 

0 

0 

2 

5 

10 

8 

32 

Table  XX.  shows  numbers  of  deaths  from  these  two 
causes  by  season  of  occurrence. 

Table  XX. 


Bronchitis 

October  - March  _ September 

Total 

44 

26 

70 

Pneumonia 

17 

15 

32 

Total 

61 

41 

31 


Table  XXL  shows  distribution  of  registered  deaths  as 
being  due  to  Pneumoconiosis  alone,  and  those  due  to  this 
disease  in  association  with  other  defects. 

Table  XXL 


25- 

45  — 

65  + 

All  Ages 

Pneumoconiosis  alone 

1 

10 

7 

18 

Pneumoconiosis  and  other  respiratory 
conditions  (excluding  Tuberculosis) 

_ 

3 

3 

6 

Pneumoconiosis  and  Cardiac  Failure 

1 

8 

6 

15 

Pneumoconiosis  and  Others 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Pneumoconiosis  and  all  other  causes 

(excluding  Tuberculosis) 

3 

22 

18 

43 

DEATHS  DUE  MALIGNANT  DISEASE 


The  197  deaths  attributed  to  this  group  have  been 
sub-divided  in  Table  XXIL  by  sex  and  site. 

Table  XXIL 


Site  of  Malignant  Neoplasm 

Total 

Deaths 

Male 

Deaths 

Female 

Deaths 

Stomach  ... 

48 

31 

17 

Lung  or  bronchus 

25 

22 

3 

Breast 

18 

0 

18 

Uterus 

11 

0 

11 

Other  sites 

95 

48 

47 

The  distribution  of  deaths  from  Neoplasm  of  the  lung 
and  stomach  by  sex  and  age  since  1950,  are  given  in  Tables 
XXTII.  and  XXIV.,  respectively. 


Table  XXIIL 


Year 

Neoplasm  of  Stomach 

Neoplasm  of  Lung 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

1950 

32 

26 

12 

2 

1951 

34 

31 

21 

■ 

2 

1952 

25 

29 

25 

5 

1953 

36 

22 

27 

3 

1954 

31 

17 

22 

3 

Table  showing  distribution  of  deaths  from  Neoplasm 
of  Lung  and  Stomach,  1950  - 54,  by  sex. 


Table  XXIV. 


Year 

Neoplasm  of 

Stomach 

Neoplasm  of  Lung 

15- 

25-  1 

45- 

65-  1 

75+ 

15- 

25- 

45- 

65- 

75+ 

1950 

6 

16 

36 

1 

7 

6 

a a a 

1951 

... 

25 

19 

21 

• • • 

1 

14 

8 

a a a 

1952 

... 

2 

23 

19 

10 

• • • 

2 

20 

7 

1 

1953 

... 

2 

22 

18 

16 

• • a 

1 

17 

8 

4 

1954 

, . . 

2 

20 

15 

11 

a a a 

1 

14 

9 

1 

Total 

. . . 

12 

106 

107 

58 

1 

5 

72 

38 

6 

Table  showing  distribution  of  deaths  from  Neoplasm 
of  Lung  and  Stomach,  1950  - 54,  by  age. 
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DEATHS  DUE  TO  ACCIDENTS 


The  distribution  of  deaths  attributable  to  accidents  by 
age  is  shown  in  Table  XXV. 


Table  XXV. 


Type  of  Accident 

0- 

10- 

15- 

25- 

45- 

65- 

75  + 

Total 

all 

Ages 

Falls  at  home 
or  on  Road 

• « • 

• • • 

• « • 

• • « 

2 

1 

12 

15 

Colliery  Accidents  .... 

• • • 

« • • 

1 

6 

2 

3 

. . . 

12 

Road  Accidents 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

1 

• • » 

. . . 

1 

4 

Other  Accidents 

2 

. . . 

• • • 

2 

• • • 

3 

2 

9 

40 
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SECTION  11. 

GENERAL  PROVISION 
OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY 

I\Trticulars  of  the  officers  employed  in  the  Health 
Department  are  given  at  the  beginning  of  the  report,  and  it 
is  with  regret  that  1 must  report  the  death  of  Mr.  A.  O. 
Morgan.  Mr.  Morgan  had  only  the  previous  year  been 
appointed  to  the  post  of  Chief  Clerk  in  the  District  Council. 
During  the  short  time  that  he  held  the  senior  position,  and 
during  his  previous  many  years  of  service,  Mr.  Morgan  had 
always  been  a most  able  and  conscientious  servant  of  the 
Health  Department. 

Following  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Morgan,  Mr.  S. 
Davies  was  appointed  to  the  post  of  Chief  Clerk. 

On  the  retirement  of  Dr.  D.  J.  Thomas  I had  the 
honour  to  be  appointed  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health — a 
post  which,  as  previously,  also  embraced  that  of  District 
School  Medical  Officer  and  Divisional  Medical  Officer  in 
respect  of  certain  services  provided  under  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  by  the  Glamorgan  County  Council. 
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LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

The  bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  of 
materials  such  as  throat  or  nasal  swabs,  stools,  water,  ice- 
cream, milk,  etc.,  submitted  by  the  Health  Department  were 
undertaken  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Institute 
of  Preventive  Medicine,  Cardifif,  and  any  advice  sought  in 
relation  to  the  collection  of  samples  during  the  course  of 
investigations  was  always  readily  obtained  from  the  staff  at 
the  Laboratory. 


HOSPITAL  FACILITIES 

The  local  hospital  facilities  available  for  the  inhabitants 
of  the  district  are  administered  by  the  Pontypridd  and 
Rhondda  Hospital  Management  Committee  on  behalf  of  the 
Welsh  Regional  Hospital  Board.  The  Committee  control 
twelve  hospitals,  including  two  convalescent  homes,  with  a 
bed  complement  of  over  1,200  beds,  with  a distribution  as 
shown  in  Table  XX VI. 

Table  XXVI. 

Llwynypia  Hospital  and  Glyncornel 
Porth  and  District  Hospital 
Treherbert  Hospital 
Pentwyn  Hospital 
Tyntyla  Isolation  Hospital  .... 

Penrhys  Small  Pox  Hospital 


HEALTH  SERVICES  UNDER  PART  HI. 

OF  THE  NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT 

The  Glamorgan  County  Council  as  the  Local  Health 
Authority  has  made  arrangements  for  the  provision  of  the 
services  specified  in  Part  HI.  of  the  above-mentioned  Act, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  the  ambulance  service,  the  day 


190 

no 

29 

24 

118 

14 
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to  day  administration  is  undertaken  locally  at  the  offices  of 
the  Health  Department  under  the  direction  of  the  Rhondda 
Divisional  Health  Committee.  This  Committee  consists  of 
16  local  Members  of  the  County  Council,  11  Members  of  the 
District  Council  and  3 added  Members  nominated  by  the 
Divisional  Committee  and  appointed  by  the  County  Council ; 
the  eleven  Members  of  the  District  Council  on  this  Committee 
are  also  Members  of  the  Health  and  Housing  Committees 
of  the  District  Council,  so  that  a strong  link  between  the 
administration  of  the  environmental  and  personal  health 
services  provided  under  the  Public  Health,  Housing  and 
National  Health  Service  Acts  is  maintained  locally. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  — Section  47. 

The  above  Section  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948, 
as  amended  by  the  National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act, 
1951,  provides  for  the  removal  to  suitable  institutions  of 
])ersons  who  are  considered  to  be  in  need  of  care  and 
attention.  No  action  was  taken  under  this  Section  in  1954. 


DISINFECTION 

The  arrangements  made  with  the  Pontypridd  and 
Rhondda  Hospital  Management  Committee  for  the  disinfection 
of  infected  articles  of  clothing,  etc.,  in  the  “ Equifex  ” steam 
disinfector,  at  the  Tyntyla  Isolation  Hospital,  continued  in 
operation  during  1953. 

Rooms  were  fumigated  when  necessary  with  formal- 
dehyde vapour  and  sprayed  with  zaldecide,  or  other  suitable 
liquid  disinfectant,  under  the  supervision  of  the  district 
sanitary  inspectors. 
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SECTION  III. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 


WATER 

The  district  derives  the  major  part  of  its  water  supply 
from  two  main  sources.  The  District  Council  Supply  serves 
the  upper  and  middle  portion  of  the  Rhondda  Fawr,  with 
the  exception  of  the  greater  portion  of  Cwmparc.  The  Joint 
Water  Board  supply  the  rest  of  the  district,  with  the 
exception  of  small  groups  of  houses  at  Pontygwaith,  Ynyshir 
and  Penrhiwfer. 

The  following  details  regarding  the  service  maintained 
by  the  Council  have  been  supplied  by  the  Council’s  Water 
Engineer : — 

GATHERING  GROUNDS 

The  Council’s  gathering  grounds  have  a total  area 

of  1,666  acres.  The  largest^  known  as  Garreg  Llwyd,  is 

situate  1,250  feet  above  sea  level  and  has  a drainage  area  of 

824  acres.  Water  is  conveyed  by  means  of  a 22"  diameter 

cast  iron  main  from  weirs  in  the  streams  known  as  Nant 

Garreg  Llwyd,  Nant  Cam  Fossen  and  Nant  Melyn  in  this  area, 

northwards  through  a tunnel  IJ  miles  in  length  to  the 

Llynfawr  Reservoir,  which  itself  has  a drainage  area  of  247 

acres,  and/or  southwards  to  Tynywaun  Reservoir,  which  has 

two  supplementary  supplies. 

/ 

(a)  That  conveyed  through  a 6"  diameter  cast  iron  main 
from  a weir  on  Nant  Ystrad  Ffernol  (situate  i mile 
east  of  Tynywaun  Reservoir,  having  a gathering 
ground  area  of  237  acres). 

(b)  That  conveyed  through  a 9"  diameter  cast  iron  main 
from  a weir  in  Selsig  stream  (situate  at  the  head  of 
Blaencwm  Valley  and  having  a gathering  ground  of 
358  acres). 
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RESERVOIRS 


(a)  Llynfawr. 

The  reservoir,  \vhich  is  known  as  the  Llynfawr 
Reservoir,  has  a capacity  of  202,000,000  gallons  and  is  situate 
in  the  Parish  of  Rhigos  in  the  Neath  Rural  District. 

(b)  Tynywaun. 

Tynywaun  Reservoir  is  situate  ^ mile  North  of  Tre- 
herbert  Station  in  the  Rhondda  District,  and  is  also  an 
impounding  reservoir,  having  a capacity  of  6,166,595  gallons 
and  a top  water  level  area  of  IJ  acres. 

The  water  after  filtration  is  stored  in  a covered  service 
reservoir,  the  capacity  of  which  is  1,500,000  gallons,  and  is 
chemically  treated  with  chloramine  prior  to  entering  this 
reservoir. 

In  addition,  the  Water  Engineer  has  provided  the 
details  in  the  following  Table  XXVII.  regarding  water 
consumption  in  the  area  supplied  by  the  vCouncil  services  : — 


Table  XXVII. 

Average  daily  consumption  of  water 
in  the  Council’s  area  of  supply 


(a)  For  trade  purposes 


174,000  galls. 


(b)  For  domestic  purposes  ...  1,960,000 

(c)  As  compensation  water  ...  180,000 

(d)  To  Neath  R.D.C.  (Bulk)  ...  38,000 


2,352,000 


Number  of  new  services  installed 
during  the  year,  giving  the 
number  and  situation  of  any 
groups  of  houses  connected. 


(a)  Penrhys-road  Flousing  Site,  Ystrad  ... 

(b)  Bodringallt  Terrace,  Ystrad 

(c)  Athletic  Site,  Llwynypia... 

(d)  Park-road,  Cwmparc 


16 

6 

6 

2 
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Of  the  49  samples  taken  from  the  intakes  to  the 
Council  Supply,  14  were  unsatisfactory.  No  unsatisfactory 
sample  was  obtained  from  various  points  on  the  system  of 
tlistribution. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  public  sewers  in  the  district  were  maintained  in 
a satisfactory  condition  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  A.  H. 
Gillard,  the  Councirs  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

During  the  year,  232  defective  sewers,  formerly  known 
as  combined  drains,  serving  1,191  houses,  were  referred  to 
Mr.  Gillard  for  attention  and,  in  51  other  instances  involving 
344  houses,  the  reference  to  the  Surveyor  was  after  the 
service  of  statutory  notices  on  the  owners,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  Section  24  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936. 

In  addition,  157  houses  served  by  single  drains,  were 
referred  to  the  Surveyor  as  a result  of  written  authorisations 
from  the  owners. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

The  number  of  houses  in  the  district  unconnected  with 
the  sewerage  system  at  the  end  of  the  year  amounted  to  96; 
the  majority  of  these  houses  are  farmhouses,  or  cottages 
which  are  on  isolated  sites  on  the  hillsides,  or  houses  situated 
in  such  positions  that  connection  with  the  nearest  sewers  is 
not  possible. 

The  appended  Table  XXVllL,  which  is  compiled  from 
the  reports  submitted  by  the  sanitary  inspectors,  indicates 
the  extent  and  character  of  the  means  of  excrement  disposal 
in  the  district  at  the  end  of  1954: — 
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Table  XXVIII. 

No.  of  privies  with  fixed  receptacles  (middens,  etc.)  40 
xNo.  of  privies  with  movable  receptacles  ...  23 

No.  of  water  closets  (freshwater,  cistern  flushed)...  27,316 
No.  of  water  closets  (waste  water)  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  water  closets  (hand  flushed)  ...  2,014 

During  the  year  fifteen  houses  with  hand  flushed 
ch^sets  were  provided  with  flushing  cisterns. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  scavenging  of  the  whole  district,  with  the  exception 
of  the  portion  of  Gilfach  Goch  which  is  within  the  area,  was 
undertaken  by  the  Council  by  direct  labour  under  the 
supervision  of  Air.  A.  H.  Gillard,  the  CounciTs  Engineer. 

The  total  cost  of  the  collection  of  refuse  and  its 
cartage  to  the  refuse  destructor  at  Dinas,  or  to  the  tips, 
during  the  year  amounted  to  £59,390,  equivalent  to  £1/19/6. 
per  house. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA.  1954 

The  sanitary  inspection  of  the  area  was  carried  out  by 
nine  sanitary  inspectors,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Aledical 
Officer  of  Health,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  the  following  Table  is  a summary  of  the 
information  relating  to  the  work  done  during  the  course  of 
the  year : — 
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Table  XXIX. 

Inspections  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  ...  2,153 


Inspections  of  houses  served  by  defective  sewers 

(formerly  combined  drains)  ...  ...  1,620 

Cases  of  Infectious  diseases  investigated  ...  ...  217 

Re-visits  to  infected  houses,  including  Disinfections  ...  234 

Visits  to  : — 

Unabated  Nuisances  and  Unremedied  Defects  ...  12,406 
Dairies  and  Milshops  ...  ...  ...  322 

Slanghterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  103 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  301 

Common  Lodging-Houses  ...  ...  ...  11 

Ice-Cream  Vendors  ...  ...  ...  128 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  118 

Factories  and  Workshops  ...  ...  ...  645 

New  Buildings  (Drains  of)  ...  ...  ...  78 

Scavenging  Depots  ...  ...  ...  92 

Re  Waste  Water  ...  ...  ...  113 

Back  Lanes  ...  ...  ...  ...  842 

Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 

Interviews  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,970 

Overcrowding  Surveys  ...  ...  ...  8 


Total  Inspections  and  Re-inspections  21,457 


House  Inspection  : — 

Preliminary  Notices  served  ... 
Warning  Notices  served 
Statutory  Notices  served 
Work  done  without  Notice  ... 


Notices  complied  with  : — 

Preliminary 

Statutory 

New  Buildings  certified 


• • • 


• • • 


1,934 

2 

1,833 

85 

535 

482 

160 


• • • 
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Drain  Connections  : — 

No.  of  connections  made  ...  ...  ...  44 

No.  of  houses  connected  ...  ...  ...  ]r6d 

Total  houses  connected  to  31st  December,  1954^"...  29r9f0 
Total  houses  unconnected  to  31st  December,  1954 96  1 ^ 

Meat  destroyed  ...  ...  ...  15,844  tbs. 

Meat  offal  destroyed  ...  ...  ...  47,099  lbs. 

Other  foods  destroyed  ...  ...  20,146  tbs. 

There  were  1,936  informal  notices  and  1,833  statutory 
notices  served  in  the  course  of  the  year  in  respect  of 
nuisances,  housing  defects  and  other  contraventions  of  bye- 
laws, and  during  the  same  period  nuisances  were  abated  or 
rei)airs  effected  in  85  instances  without  the  service  of  notices, 
whilst  535  informal  notices  and  468  statutory  notices  were 
complied  with.  The  local  authority  carried  out  work  at 
14  houses  in  default  of  owners  served  with  statutory  notices. 
These  figures  include  the  work  shown  in  the  table  on 
housing  statistics. 


PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY 
BYELAWS,  REGULATIONS  OR  ORDERS. 

The  number  of  premises  and  occupations  subject  to 
control  by  byelaws,  regulations  or  orders  in  the  district  was 
117  as  indicated  in  the  subjoined  table.  The  table  excludes 
dairies  on  farms  which  are  now  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries : — 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  is  only  one  common  lodging  house  in  the  district, 
namely,  that  situated  at  No.  126  William  Street,  Ystrad, 
which  has  accommodation  for  ten  persons. 

The  district  sanitary  inspector  made  eleven  visits  to 
the  house,  and  the  premises  were  found  to  be  conducted 
satisfactorily. 
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SHOPS. 

Table  XXXL  gives  certain  details  of  Shops  and  em- 
ployees for  1954: — 

Table  XXXL 

Number  of  Shops  in  the  District  in  1953  ... 

New  Shops  established  in  1954  ... 

Shops  removed  from  the  Register  in  1954  ... 

Net  decrease  in  Shops  in  1954  ... 

Number  of  Shops  in  district  in  1954 

Number  of  Shops  subject  to  a local  Closing  Order 

Number  of  Shops  in  which  Assistants  are  employed  .., 

Number  of  Shops  exempted  from  Weekly  Half- 
Holiday  Order  ... 

Number  of  Shops  exempted  from  Weekly  Half- 
Holiday  Order  and  in  which  Assistants  are 
employed 

Number  of  Assistants  in  Exempted  Shops  ... 

Number  of  Shops  and  other  premises  or  businesses  in 
which  Young  Persons  are  em,ployed  other  than 
as  Shop  Assistants 

Number  of  Young  Persons  employed  other  than  as 
Shop  Assistants 

Legal  Proceedings  taken  under  Shops  Acts  during  1954... 

The  detailed  administration  of  the  Shops  Acts  was 
Continued  by  two  shops  inspectors,  who  are  also  appointed 
as  part-time  sanitary  inspectors  in  accordance  with  the 
Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935,  and 

1951. 


1,947 

99 

116 

17 

1,930 

956 

882 

796 


331 

515 


53 

111 


The  inspectors  rendered  occasional  assistance  in  the 
general  duties  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and,  more  frequently, 
assisted  with  the  inspection  of  meat  at  the  Government 
Slaughterhouse,  Ton  Pentre. 


A 
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The  following  summary  provides  information  as  to  the 
main  activities  of  the  two  inspectors  during  the  year: — 


Observation  Dutv — number  of  hours  ...  ...  478 

Visits  to  Shops — 

Primary  routine  inspections  ...  ...  110 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,173 

Regarding  hours  of  employment,  meal-times,  etc 16 

For  de-registration  ...  ...  ...  61 

Unsound  Food  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Other  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  359 

Number  of  iWarnings  given  ...  ...  ...  50 

Sampling  action  (Food  and  Drugs  Act).  No.  of  hours  ...  717 

Slaughterhouse,  Meat  Inspection.  No.  of  hours  ...  156 


Details  are  given  in  the  appended  table  regarding  the 
defects  discovered  in  shops  during  the  year:- — 


Table  XXXII. 


Number  of  Defects 

Nature  of  Defect 

Discovered 

during 

1954 

Remedied 

during 

1954 

Failure  to  provide  and  maintain 
suitable  and  sufficient — 

Means  of  Ventilation  ... 

Means  of  providing  a 

— 

— 

reasonable  temperature 
Sanitary  Conveniences— 

1 

Not  provided 

8 

2 

Not  maintained 

5 

2 

Means  of  lighting 

— 

1 

Washing  facilities 

3 

— 

Facilities  for  taking  meals 

— 

— 

Total  number  of  defects  ...  ...i 

17 

5 

Number  of  Shops  involved  ...  ...| 

14 

5 
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No  application  was  received  by  the  Council  for  a 
certificate  under  Section  38  (6)  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950, 
giving-  exemption  from  the  obligation  to  provide  and  maintain 
suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary  conveniences  and  washing 
facilities  respectively  for  the  use  of  persons  employed  in  or 
about  a shop. 

The  Shops  Inspectors  did  not  report  any  case  during 
the  year  in  respect  of  which  it  was  necessary  to  institute 
legal  proceedings  for  any  infringement  of  the  Shops  Acts 
and  the  Closing  Orders  made  thereunder. 


FACTORIES. 

The  total  number  of  premises  in  the  district  affected 
by  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  is,  473,  made  up  in  Table  XXXIII. 

Table  XXXIII. 


Total 

Without 

mechanical 

power 

With 

mechanical 

power 

Factories 

387 

89 

298 

Bakehouses 

38 

1 

37 

Building  Operations 

1 

1 

Electrical  Stations  ... 

10 

10 

Outworkers 

37 

37 

— 

473 

127 

346 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  paid  301  visits  to  bakehouses* 
and  645  visits  to  other  premises  embraced  by  the  Act,  during 
the  course  of  the  year. 

The  appended  tables  provide  information  relating  to 
the  trades  carried  on  at  the  premises  to  which  the  above- 
mentioned  Act  applies,  the  inspections  made  during  the  year 
and  the  results  of  action  taken  in  connection  therewith 
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Table  XXXIV. 

Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


N umber  of 

Number 

of 

Premises 

In- 

spections 

NVritten 

Notices 

Occu- 

piers 

Prose- 

cuted 

Factories  without 
mechanical  power 

89 

• 65 

Factories  with 
mechanical  power 

298 

580 

Bakehouses  without 
mechanical  power 

1 

30 

Bakehouses  with 
mechanical  power 

37 

271 

• • • 

Other  premises  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises)  in 
which  section  7 is  enforced 
by  local  Authority 

11 

• • • 

• • « 

Totals 

436 

9-16 

. . . 

• « • 

2.  Defects  found 

Table  XXXV. 


Number  of  Defects 

W-!'*-  7 n,'!'  " 'Ll' vu 

; No.  of 
' defects  in 
respect  of 

1 which 

prosecutions 
were 
instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

to 

H.M. 

Inspector 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  (S.7) 
(a)  Insufficient 

4 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

Other  offences — 
Inadequate  fire- 
escape 

4 

— 

— 

— 
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Table  XXXVI. 

3.  Outwork 


Nature  of  Work 

Class 

No.  of 
out- 
workers 
(-August) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un- 
wholesome 
premises 

Making  wearing  apparel  ... 

1 

29 

— 

Making  or  filling 

casques,  crackers,  etc.  ... 

29 

5 

— 

Total 

— 

34 

— 

RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951 

The  above-mentioned  Act  repealed  the  Rag  Flock  Acts, 
1911  and  1928,  and  is  administered  by  the  Urban  District 
Council  as  the  Local  Authority. 

The  premises  of  one  upholstering  and  bedding  firm 
are  registered  under  the  Act. 

Eleven  samples  of  filling  materials,  used  in  the  making 
of  upholstery  and  bedding,  w^ere  submitted  during  the  year 
to  a Prescribed  Analyst  appointed  under  the  Act.  The 
samples  were  of  Washed  Flock  (2),  Coir  Fibre  (2),  Woollen 
Mixture  Felt  (2),  Cotton  Felt  (2),  Cotton  Mill  Puff,  Woollen 
Felt  and  Kapok.  Ten  of  the  samples  were  reported  as  con- 
forming to  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations  made  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Act ; the  remaining  sample  containing 
more  than  the  permitted  amount  of  trash  did  not  conform 
with  the  Regulations.  A warning  letter  was  sent  to  the 
firm  in  respect  of  the  last-mentioned  sample  drawing  their 
attention  to  the  result  in  order  that  future  samples  taken 
would  be  found  to  conform  with  the  Regulations. 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

During  the  year  there  was  no  cause  for  taking  legal 
proceedings  under  the  provisions  of  the  Byelaw  made  by 
the  Council  in  accordance  with  Section  2 of  the  Public  Health 
(Smoke  Abatement)  Act,  1926. 


SWIMMING  BATHS 

The  open-air  swimming  baths  situated  at  Treherbert, 
Ystrad,  Forth,  and  Ferndale  are  administered  by  the  Surveyor’s 
Department  of  the  Council,  each  bath  being  under  the 
control  of  a suitably  qualified  superintendent.  These  baths  are 
invariably  fully  patronised  during  the  summer  bathing  season 
and  the  water  is  subjected  to  constant  filtration  and 
chlorination,  the  efficiency  of  the  chlorination  being  regularly 
checked  by  means  of  colourimetric  tests.  Samples  of  water 
from  these  baths  were  also  submitted  during  the  summer 
for  chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  and  the  results  were  reported  to  be 
satisfactory. 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 

The  disinfestation  of  houses  harbouring  bed  bugs  or 
other  insects  was  undertaken  under  the  supervision  of  the 
District  Sanitary  Inspectors,  and  26  houses  were  treated  in 
the  district  during  the  year,  three  being  Council  houses. 
The  methods  adopted  included  the  use.  of  D.D.T.  Powder, 
spraying  with  zaldecide  fluid  containing  D.D.T.,  together 
with  the  stripping  of  the  walls,  removal  of  skirting  boards, 
etc.,  and  the  fumigation  of  rooms  with  formaldehyde  vapour 
when  considered  necessary. 
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RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION 

During  the  year  three  whole-time  rodent  operators 
were  employed  in  carrying  out  investigations  into  the 
prevalence  of  rodent  infestation  and  the  necessary  treatment 
of  such  infestations  in  premises  in  the  district,  and  a similar 
number  of  operators  were  employed  whole-time  on  the 
inspection  and  treatment  of  the  sewers  in  the  district,  the 
whole  staff  of  operators  being  under  the  direct  supervision 
of  the  outdoor  rodent  control  superintendent. 

Table  XXXVIL  gives  information  on  the  lines  required 
by  the  Infestation  Control  Division  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  in  respect  of  the  prevalence  of  rats 
and  mice,  and  the  measure  of  control  carried  out  by  the 
rodent  control  staff  of  the  local  authority  during  the  year. 
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Table  XXXVII. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 


I'YPt:  OF  PROPERIY 


Noti-Agncuhu(ai 


Local 

Auth- 

ority 


Dwelling 

Mouses 


■w  5f; 
C 

-C  ™ 
o a . 


O 3 


Agri- 

cultii  ral 


T otal 


I.  Total  number  of  proper- 
ties in  Local  Authority’s 
District 

II.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a result  of : 
(a)  Notification 
{h)  Survey  under  the  Act 
(c)  Otherwise 

III.  Total  inspections  carried 
out  including  re- 
inspections 

IV.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  (in  Sect.  II.) 
which  were  found  to  be 
infested  by: 

(a)  Rats  /Major 


{h)  Mice 


I Minor 
j Major 
1 Minor 


V.  Number  of  infested  pro- 
perties (in  Section  IV.) 
treated  by  the  L.A 

VI.  Total  treatments  carried 
out  including  re- 
treatments 

VII.  Number  of  notices 
served  under  Section  4 
of  the  Act : 

(a)  Treatment 

(b)  Structural  Work 
(i.e.,  Proofing) 

VIII.  Number  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was  taken 
following  the  issue  of  a 
notice  under  Section  4 
of  the  Act 

IX.  Legal  Proceedings 

X.  Number  of  “ Block  ” 
control  schemes  carried 

out  ....  ....  .... 


48 

6 

”2 

10 


2 

3 


10 


28,500 

287 

638 

1,046 


405 

513 

918 

1,039 


3,962 

132 

i9 

176 


77 

57 

134 

159 


31 


13 


13 


32,541 


425 

13 

659 


1,245 


2 

486 

572 


1,059 


1,208 
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The  seven  properties  shown  as  Local  Authority’s 
property  in  the  above  table  (item  V.)  include  3 refuse  tips. 

There  are  no  large  warehouses  or  wharfage  in  the 
area  to  create  any  special  circumstances  for  the  undue 
presence  of  rats  and  mice. 

There  was  no  occasion  during  the  year  for  dis- 
infestation work  to  be  carried  out  in  conjunction  with  rodent 
operators  of  adjoining  districts. 

During  the  year  22,185  token  baits,  7,760  poison  baits 
and  3,034  post  baits  were  laid.  No  traps  were  set. 


Table  XXXVlll.  gives  details  of  sewers  treated. 

Table  XXXVIII. 

SEWERS 


Ward 

Number  of 
man-holes 
treated 

P 

re-bait  takes 

Poison 
baits  laid 

Complete 

Partial 

No  Take 

1 

699 

76 

88 

607 

82 

2 

573 

76 

90 

490 

83 

3 

405 

97 

85 

314 

91 

4 

432 

74 

84 

353 

79 

5 

663 

49 

89 

594 

69 

6 

• 745 

55 

91 

676 

69 

7 

469 

17 

33 

444 

25 

8 

744 

48 

76 

682 

62 

9 

512 

38 

78 

459 

53 

10 

398 

54 

80 

331 

67 

11 

838 

125 

172 

695 

143 

Totals 

6,478 

709 

966 

5,645 

823 
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PUBLIC  MORTUARIES 

Two  public  mortuaries  situated  in  the  cemetery  grounds 
Trealaw,  and  at  Oakland  Terrace,  Ferndale,  have  been  erected 
and  maintained  by  the  Council  and  were  utilised  during  the 
year  for  the  reception  of  13  and  8 bodies,  respectively. 
Facilities  are  available  in  each  of  these  mortuaries  for 
carrying  out  post-mortem  examinations,  and  the  numbers  of 
such  examinations  undertaken  at  the  above  mortuaries  during 
the  year  were  thirteen  and  seven,  respectively. 


DEALERS  IN  OLD  METAL  AND  MARINE  STORE  DEALERS 

Section  86  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act, 
1907,  is  by  Order  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  and  came 
into  force  in  this  District  at  the  end  of  1952.  The  Section 
relates  to  the  registration  by  the  Council  of  persons  carrying 
on  the  businesses  of  Dealers  in  Old  Metal  and  Marine  Store 
Dealers. 

During  the  year  eleven  such  registrations  were  made,  eight 
for  Dealers  in  Old  Metal,  and  three  for  Dealers  in  Old  Metal 
and  Marine  Store  Dealers. 

At  the  end  of  1954  there  were  eleven  persons  registered 
as  carrying  on  the  businesses  of  Dealers  in  Old  Metal,  and 
five  persons  as  Old  Metal  and  Marine  Store  Dealers. 


LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS 

The  appended  summary  gives  details  of  the  cases  in 
which  the  Department’s  activities  led  to  proceedings  at  the 
Local  Courts  of  Justice  in  the  course  of  the  year. 
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Table  XXXIX. 


No. 

of 

Cases 

Amount 
of  Fines 
and  Fees 

Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

£ s.  d. 

Non-compliance  with  Abatement 

Notices — 

Work  done  after  proceedings 
commenced 

21 

3 13  6 

Withdrawn  after  Nuisance 
(J)rder  obtained 

1 

0 4 0 

Fine  for  non-compliance  with 
Nuisance  Order,  later  withdrawn, 
work  done  ... 

3 

0 12  0 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Milk  deficient  in  milk  fat 

1- 

7 16  0 

Information  relating  to  proceedings  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  is  as  follow: — 

Table  XL. 


Cases  Outstanding  1953  : 

Nuisance  Orders  19.  Other  Cases  10.  Total  ...  29 

Cases  commenced  1954  ...  ...  ...  33 

62 

Work  done  after  proceedings  commenced  ...  30 

Withdrawn,  action  taken  under  H.  A.  1936  ...  2 

Withdrawn,  notice  sent  to  wrong  person  ...  1 

Withdrawn,  owner  in  mental  home  ...  4 

(Nuisance  Orders  b/d  19,  obtained  6.  Total  25) 

Work  done  after  Nuisance  Order  ...  ...  9 

Withdrawn,  action  taken  under  H.  A.  1936  ...  1 

47 


11 

4 


Outstanding  End  of  1954  : 
Nuisance  Orders 
Other  cases  ... 


• • • 
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SECTION  IV. 


HOUSING 


APPLICATIONS  FOR  THE  TENANCY  OF  COUNCIL  HOUSES 

The  ‘‘  points  ” scheme  adopted  by  the  Council  for  the 
allocation  of  Council  Houses  came  into  operation  as  from 
September  1st,  1954,  and  at  that  time  the  number  of 
applicants  totalled  1.949. 

For  administrative  convenience  the  district  had  been 
divided  into  three  housing  zones,  which  were  constituted  as 


follows : — 

Zone 

1 

• • • 

Wards 

1-4. 

Zone 

2 

• • • 

Wards 

5-7. 

Zone 

3 

• • • 

Wards 

8-11. 

Table  XLL  shows  the  distribution  of  applicants  by 
zone  of  origin. 

Table  XLL 


Zone 

Total  No.  of 
Applicants 

1 

660 

2 

584 

3 

705 

1,949 
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The  points  assessment  of  the  individual  applicants  by 
zone  is  sho'svn  in  Table  XLII. 

Table  XLII. 


1 

Points  1 

Assessment  ' 

ZONE  1 

ZONE  2 

ZONE  3 

No.  of 
Appli- 
cants 

% of 
total 

No.  of 
Appli- 
cants 

% of 
total 

No.  of 
Appli- 
cants 

% of 
total 

0 — 

112 

16.9 

99 

16.9 

150 

' 21.3 

20  — 

138 

20.9 

133 

22.7 

214 

30.3 

30  — 

156 

23.6 

128 

21.9 

167 

23.6 

40  — 

118 

17.8 

105 

17.9 

104 

14.7 

50  — 

106 

16.0 

86 

14.7 

59 

8.3 

60  — 

27 

4.1 

29 

4.9 

8 

1.1 

70  + 

3 

0.4 

4 

0.7 

3 

0.4 

660 

584  i 

' 705 

From  information  obtained  from  the  Housing  Architect 
it  has  been  possible  to  indicate  the  probable  Housing  Develop- 
ment in  the  three  housing  zones  in  the  next  three  years,  and 
these  details  are  shown  in  Table  XLIII. 

Table  XLHI. 


Zone 

No.  of  houses 
to  be  built 
1955 

No.  of  houses 
to  be  built 
1956 

No.  of  houses 
to  be  built 
1957 

Total 

in 

3 years 

1 

37 

100 

250 

387 

2 

44 

60 

40 

144 

3 

109 

190 

180 

479 

Unfortunately,  several  of  the  possible  building  sites 
are  still  not  absolutely  free  from  restriction,  and  it  is 
probable  that  the  estimated  number  of  houses  shown  above 
will  be  in  excess  of  those  that  can  be  erected  in  the  stated 
time. 
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The  following  histogram  shows  the  probable  reduction 
in  the  housing  need  when  related  to  the  probable  building 
programme  during  1955  - 57.  The  significant  point  arising 
from  figure  IT  is  the  way  in  which  the  needs  of  Zone  2 fail 
to  find  the  equivalent  satisfaction  to  those  of  Zone  1 and  3. 
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From  a perusal  of  the  forms  of  application  for  the 
vacancy  of  Council  houses  further  characteristics  of  the 
a])plicants  were  revealed  and  these  are  shown  in  the  following 
tables.  Table  XLIV.  shows  the  distribution  of  diseases 
mentioned  on  the  application  forms. 

Table  XLIV. 


Disease 


No.  of  applicants 
said  to  suffer 
therefrom 


Bronchitis 
* Tuberculosis 

Diseases  of  the  Gastro-Intestinal  Tract  ... 
Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  system 
Diseases  of  the  Nervous  system 
Other  Illnesses 


90 

167 

21 

76 

93 

276 


All  Diseases 


723 


Applicants  said  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis  have 
been  further  sub-divided  in  Table  XLV.,  according  to  zone 
of  origin. 


Table 

XLV. 

No.  of 

Zone 

Applicants 

1 

34 

2 

30 

3 

64 

All  Zones 

i 

CO 

* 

* This  total  exceeds  one  **  in  Table  XLV.,  as  former 
includes  disease  present  in  other  family,  whilst  latter  is 
restricted  to  applicants  only. 
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Table  XLVL,  with  its  accompanying  histogram,  shows 
the  variation  in  the  number  of  people  associated  with  each 
individual  application. 

Table  XLVL 


Nos.  of  applicants  of  stated  size. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

14 

220 

657 

562 

288 

116 

48 

24 

20 

7% 

11.2% 

33.7% 

28.8% 

14,7% 

5.9% 

2.4% 

1.2% 

1% 

Figure  III.  Histogram  showing  % distribution  of  number  of  people 

associated  with  each  application 


No.  of  persons  associated  with  application, 
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Table  XLVII.  shows  the  age  distribution  of  the  heads 
of  the  families  that  made  application,  whereas  Table  XLVIII. 
and  its  accompanying  histogram  indicate  th‘j  stated  number 
of  rooms  available  to  each  applicant. 

Table  XLVIL 


Age 

Group 

No.  of 
Applicants 

% 

of  Total 

20  — 

550 

28.3  % 

30  — 

762 

39.0  % 

40  — 

428 

21.9% 

50  — 

138 

7.0% 

60  + 1 

71 

3.0% 

Table  XLVIII. 


Number  of  applications  with  stated  No.  of  rooms 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

80 

894 

283 

172 

108 

53 

17 

4.9% 

55.6  % 

17.6  % 

10.7  % 

6.7% 

3.2% 

1.01  % 
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Figure  IV. 

Histogram  showing  % distribution  of  number  of 
rooms  possessed  by  each  applicant. 


No.  of  Rooms 
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CENSUS  INFORMATION  1951 

29,493  structurally  separate  dwellings  were  enumerated 
(luring  the  1951  Census.  The  corresponding  number  at  1931 
was  28,702.  Net  increase  in  dwellings  over  this  period  was 
therefore  791. 

Table  XLIX.  shows  the  differences  in  size  distribution 
of  dwellings  between  England  and  Wales,  Glamorganshire 
(Administrative  County  and  associated  County  Boroughs) 
and  Rhondda. 


Table  XLIX. 


Number  of 
Rooms 

England 
and  Wales 

Glamorganshire 
(A.C.  with  associated  C.  B’s.) 

Rhondda 

All  sizes 

100 

100 

100 

1 - 3 

15 

7 

6 

4 - 5 

64 

54 

45 

6 4- 

21 

39 

49 

Table  L.  shows  the  distribution  by  size  and  number  of 
the  occupied  dwellings  of  Glamorganshire  and  Rhondda, 
distinguishing  separately  those  occupied  by  a single  house- 
hold. A comparison  of  the  position  in  Rhondda  is  also  made 
from  the  results  obtained  from  the  1931  and  1951  Census. 
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Table  L. 
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Table  L.  shows  that  an  increase  has  occurred  in  the 
percentage  sharing  of  occupied  dwellings  of  4 rooms  or  more. 
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Table  LI.  shows  the  percentage  distribution  of  house- 
holds by  number  of  persons  in  household. 

Table  LI. 


Percentage  distribution  of  households 

Persons 

in 

All  households 

Shared  households 

house- 

hold 

Glamorganshire 

Glamorganshire 

(A.C.with  CB’s.) 

Rhondda 

(A.C.with  C.B’s.) 

Rhondda 

All  sizes 

100 

100 

100 

100 

1 

8 

8 

16.1 

15 

2 

25 

25 

32.4 

30 

3 

26 

26 

27 

27 

4 

20 

20 

15 

16 

5 

11 

11 

6 

7 

6 

5 

5 

2 

3 

7+ 

4 

4 

2 

2 

Table  LII.  shows  the  distribution  of  households 
according  as  to  whether  in  shared  accommodation  or  not. 

Table  LIT 


Persons 

in 

house- 

hold 

Rhondda 

Glamorganshire 
(A.C.  with  associated  C.B’s.) 

All 

households 

Sharing 

households 

Percentage 

sharing 

Percentage  sharing 

All  sizes 

33,032 

7,770 

24 

22 

1 

2,789 

1,176 

42 

44 

2 

8,229 

2,366 

29 

29 

3 

8,578 

2,082 

24. 

23 

4 

6,689 

1,260 

19 

16 

5 

3,650 

518 

14 

11 

6 

1,790 

217 

12 

10 

7+ 

1,307 

151 

12 

9 
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HOUSEHOLD  ARRANGEMENTS 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Census,  taking 
questions  were  included  under  the  above  head — the  answers 
being  provided  by  householders  themselves  and  not  from  data 
compiled  by  the  Census  enumerator.  In  the  main,  the 
material  obtained  has  provided  information  regarding 

“ . . the  extent  households  have  access  to  facilities, 
whether  they  share  them  with  other  households  or 
not,  rather  than  whether  and  in  what  numbers 
dwellings  contain  these  facilities.” 

The  household  arrangements  about  which  information 
was  sought  are  shown  hereunder,  together  with  questions  asked 
and  certain  explanatory  notes  from  the  County  Census  Report. 

(1)  Piped  water  supply  within  the  house  means  water 
laid  on  either  from  the  mains  or  from  a storage  tank,  if  the 
tap  can  be  reached  without  leaving  the  shelter  of  the  building 
or  an  attached  covered  structure.  It  does  not  include  a tap 
in  the  open  yard  or  a public  standpipe. 

The  question  related  to  the  existence  of  a tap  con- 
nected to  the  mains  or  to  a storage  tank,  which  could  be 
reached  by  a household  without  leaving  the  shelter  of  the 
building  containing  the  rooms  occupied  by  it  or  of  an  attached 
covered  structure.  If  such  a tap  was  for  the  exclusive  use 
of  a household,  then  that  household  should  have  reported 
“ exclusive  use  of  piped  water  ” ; if  such  a tap  was  in  a 
building  occupied  by  more  than  one  household  (or  in  an 
attached  covered  structure)  and  was  shared  by  more  than 
one  household,  each  of  the  households  so  sharing  it  should 
have  reported  “ sharing  piped  water,”  whether  or  not  the 
tap  was  in  their  part  of  the  building,  unless  one  or  all  of 
these  households  had  access  also  to  another  tap  which  was 
for  that  household  only.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  sharing  of  the 
piped  water  supply,  in  this  case,  may  occur  not  only  where 
several  households  share  the  same  dwelling,  but  also  where 
several  structurally  separate  dwellings  are  found  within  a 
single  building,  as  may  occur  in  certain  types  of  flat  or 
tenement  building  whether  built  as  such  or  converted  to  this 
type  of  use. 
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(2)  Cooking  Stove  or  Range  means  any  cooking  stove, 
kitchen  range,  or  other  fixed  grate  using  gas,  electricity  or 
any  other  fuel,  provided  there  is  an  oven.  One  or  more  gas- 
rings,  hot-plates  or  portable  electric  ovens  are  not  by  them- 
selves enough  to  be  called  a cooking  stove  or  range. 

(3)  Kitchen  Sink  means  a sink  inside  the  building, 
whether  in  a kitchen  or  not,  with  a drain  pipe  leading  outside 
the  building,  and  normally  used  for  washing  up,  etc.  It  need 
not  have  water  piped  to  it.  It  does  not  include  a wash  basin 
designed  for  personal  toilet. 

As  in  the  case  of  the  piped  water  supply  question  the 
definition  requires  the  sink  to  be  within  the  building  but  not 
necessarily  within  the  structurally  separate  dwelling,  and  this 
may  explain  households  occupying  their  own  structurally 
separate  dwellings  but  at  the  same  time  sharing  the  kitchen 
sink.  Such  circumstances  might  arise  in  “ converted  ” dwellings. 

(4)  Water  Closet  here  means  a watercloset  flushed  by 
water,  either  from  a cistern  or  by  hand,  and  emptying  into 
a main  sewer,  septic  tank  or  cesspool.  It  does  not  include 
a chemical  closet  or  earth  closet. 

(5)  Fixed  Bath  means  a bath  permanently  installed  and 
connected  with  a waste  pipe  leading  outside  the  building.  It 
does  not  matter — for  this  purpose — whether  there  is  w^ater 
piped  to  it,  or  whether  the  room  where  it  is  installed  is  used 
only  as  a bathroom  or  not. 

The  definitions  do  not  specify  where  these  two  pieces 
of  equipment  are  to  be  located.  Occasionally  modern  blocks 
of  flats  are  built  with  bathrooms  and  waterclosets  located  on 
each  floor  and  for  the  common  use  of  all  the  flats  on  the 
floor;  some  converted  dwellings  qualify  to  be  regarded  as 
structurally  separate  but  nevertheless  depend  on  bathrooms 
and  waterclosets,  particularly  the  latter,  accessible  to  and 
shared  by  several  dwellings  in  the  same  building ; some 
dwellings  in  poor  districts,  built  a long  time  ago,  use  waterclosets 
located  in  a yard  common  to  a block  or  a court  and  shared 
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by  the  occupants  of  all  the  dwellings  in  the  block  or  court. 
In  all  these  types  of  case  a household  occupying  a separate 
dwelling  should  have  reported  sharing  of  the  bath  or 
watercloset. 


The  following  tables  show  the  possession  of  certain 
household  amenities  by  households  in  the  Rhondda. 

Table  LIII.  gives  information  regarding  the  possession 
of  water  closets  and  fixed  baths  by  householders  in  the 
Rhondda.  It  will  be  seen  from  this  table  that  23%  of  all 
households  were  without  the  exclusive  use  of  a piped  water 
supply,  whereas  83%  of  all  households  were  without  the 
exclusive  use  of  a fixed  bath.  Actually,  80%  were  entirely 
without  the  use  of  a fixed  bath.  There  is,  obviously,  there- 
fore a wide  field  for  the  application  of  improvement  grants 
to  dwellings  in  the  Rhondda. 

Table  LIII. 


Households  with  following  household 
E = having  exclusive  use  ; S = 
N = entirely  without. 

arrangements  : 
sharing ; 

i 

Total  No. 

Water 

Closet 

Fixed  Bath 

of 

households 

S 

N 

Per-cent 
S or  N 

S 

N 

Per-cent 

S or  N 

All 

households 

33,032 

i 

7,032 

601 

23 

816 

26,454 

83 

Households 
in  single 
household 
dwellings 

25,262 

1,058 

494 

6 

115 

19,664 

78’ 

Households 

sharing 

dwellings 

7,770 

5,974 

107 
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Table  LV.  shows  the  position  regarding  the  provision 
of  houses  by  the  Council  since  1945  (Information  provided 
by  the  Housing  Architect). 


Table  LV. 


In  course  of  erection 
31.12.5/^ 

Completed  and 
occupied  since  1945 

Houses 

Flats 

Total 

Houses 

Flats 

Total 

Temporary  (Bungalows) 

• ••• 

.... 

« • • 4 

250 

.... 

250 

Permanent 

(1)  Traditional 

114 

12 

126 

643 

36 

679 

(2)  Non  Traditional 
(B.I.S.F.  and  New 
Traditional  houses) 

52 

52 

150 

150 

(3)  Conversions 

• « • • 

.... 

.... 

.... 

6 

6 

Requisitions  of 
existing  properties  .... 

• • • • 

.... 

2 1 

.... 

2 

Total 

166 

12 

178 

1,045 

42 

1,087 

In  addition  to  the  above,  17  properties  accommodating 
21  family  units  had  been  requisitioned  and  repaired,  when 
necessary,  and  allocated  to  families  who  were  inadequately 
housed.  At  the  end  of  1953,  31  properties  accommodating  v39 
family  units  had  been  requisitioned,  but  during  the  year  14 
])roperties  accommodating  18  family  units  were  released. 

Consequent  upon  inspections  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  followed  by  interviews  with  the  owners  or  the 
service  of  informal  or  statutory  notices,  1,090  houses  were 
repaired  or  defects  discovered  therein  were  remedied,  whilst 
14  houses  were  simlarly  attended  to  by  the  local  authority 
in  default  of  the  owners,  making  a total  of  1,104  houses 
dealt  with  during  the  year;  the  corresponding  number  of 
houses  similarly  dealt  with  in  the  previous  year  was  1,087. 
As  most  of  the  houses  in  the  district  have  been  erected  for 
a period  of  fifty  years  or  more,  their  maintenance  in  a 
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satisfactory  state  of  fitness  for  human  habitation  has  caused 
considerable  concern  to  the  Authority.  Greater  pressure  has 
had  to  be  made  on  house-owners  to  carry  out  repairs,  and 
during  the  year  particulars  of  statutory  notices  served  in 
respect  of  242  houses  were  forwarded  to  the  Legal  Department 
of  the  Council  with  a view  of  instituting  legal  proceedings. 

During  the  year,  Demolition  Orders  were  issued  in 
respect  of  4 houses,  and  2 houses  were  demolished,  and 
Closing  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  underground  rooms 
in  eight  separately  occupied  cellar  tenements. 

The  following  summary  gives  details  of  the  nuisances 
and  defects  remedied  in  the  course  of  the  year: — 

Table  LVI. 


1.  SLOP  SINK. 

a.  Slop  sinks  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  7 

b.  Waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  13 

c.  Slop  sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


2.  WATER  CLOSET. 

a.  Provision  of  new  closet  ...  ...  ...  1 

b.  Rebuild  water  closet  ...  ...  ...  1 

c.  'Walls,  roofs,  doors,  floors,  etc.,  repaired  ...  163 

d.  Flushing  appliances  repaired  or  renewed  ...  197 

Flushing  appliances  provided  ...  ...  15 

/.  Pans  renewed  or  provided  ...  ...  ...  130 

(j.  Ventilation  provided  ...  ...  ...  1 

li.  Water  supply  provided  ...  ...  ...  5 

i.  Water  service  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  33 


3.  HOUSE. 

a.  External  walls,  roofs,  woodwork,  etc.,  repaired  ...  435 

b.  Internal  walls,  woodwork,  floors,  etc.,  repaired  ...  341 

c.  Dampness  abated  by  removal  of  earth  ...  2 

d.  Bedrooms  ventilated  ...  ...  •••  ~ 
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t’.  Windows  made  openable  ...  ...  ...  51 

/.  Window  area  increased  ...  ...  ...  — 

g.  Pantry  or  food  safe  provided  ...  ...  1 

h.  Sufficient  light  in  pantry  provided  ...  ...  — 

i.  Water  supply  pipes  and  fittings  repaired  ...  29 

j.  Light  of  basement  stairs  provided  ...  ...  — 

4.  DRAINS. 

a.  Lip  trap  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

b.  Cement  well  around  gully  trap  ...  ...  12 

c.  Grid  or  cover  to  gully  trap  ...  ...  ...  9 

d.  Renew  gully  trap  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

e.  Ventilating  shaft  repaired  or  extended  ...  11 

f.  Drain  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

g.  Drains  unblocked  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

h.  Drains  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

i.  Drainage  of  subsoil  made  good  ...  ...  8 

y.  Inspection  chamber  provided  ...  ...  ...  1 

k.  Inspection  chamber  repaired  or  renewed  ...  4 

5.  AREAS. 

a.  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

b.  Repaired  and  extended  ...  ...  ...  — 

c.  Steps  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  23 

d.  Boundary  walls  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  36 

e.  Retaining  walls  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  24 

/.  Back  lane  door  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  15 

6.  Shoots  and  down-pipes  repaired  or  fixed  anew  ...  216 

7.  Dilapidated  structures  repaired  or  fixed  anew  ...  — 

8.  Structures  obstructing  iight/ventilation  of  living 

rooms  removed/repaired  ...  ...  ...  — 

9.  Dampness  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  237 

10.  Dirty  house  cleaned  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

11.  Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

12.  Animals  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 
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13.  Fowls  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

14.  Bug  infestation  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

15.  Manure  : — 

a.  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

h.  receptacle  provided  ...  ...  ...  — 

16.  Accumulation  of  refuse  removed  ...  ...  3 

17.  Coals  in  house  or  on  paving  removed  ...  ...  — 

Table  LVII. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS,  1954 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  2,153 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,153 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Con- 
solidated Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  50 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ...  ...  ...  ' 50 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  4 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  ht  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,029 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  service 
of  Formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  620 


73' 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 
(Section  9)  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  2 

(yh)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  (Section  9)  ...  ...  — 

{h)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  1,934 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  468 

{h)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act  ,1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  2 

{d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  8 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 

room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  1 
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SECTION  V. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 

OF  FOOD 


MILK. 


The  numbers  of  persons  carrying  on  businesses  con- 
cerned with  the  production  and  distribution  of  milk  in  the 
district  during  1954  were  as  follow : — 


Dairy  Farmers 

Purveyors  of  Milk  and  Milk-shop  keepers 
Non-resident  purveyors  of  Milk 


15 

71 

4 


The  estimated  quantity  of  milk  produced  by  the  15 
dairy  farmers  daily  amounted  to  121  gallons,  of  which  only 
26  gallons  were  sold  by  retail,  the  remaining  95  gallons  being 
sold  wholesale  to  pasteurising  establishments. 

The  estimated  quantity  of  liquid  milk  sold  daily  in  the 
district  during  the  year  amounted  to  7,206  gallons,  equivalent 
to  a daily  consumption  of  0.53  pint  per  head  of  the  estimated 
population ; the  corresponding  consumption  per  head  in  the 
previous  year  was  the  same. 

There  were  69  premises  in  the  area  directly  concerned 
with  the  distribution  of  milk,  and  the  number  of  visits  made 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  these  premises  during  the  year 
amounted  to  322.  Nearly  all  the  milk  distributed  in  the 
district  was  supplied  in  bottles,  which  had  been  filled  on  the 
wholesalers’  premises  where  the  milk  had  been  pasteurised 
and,  consequently,  most  of  the  premises  occupied  by  the 
distributors  of  milk  were  only  used  for  the  temporary  storage 
of  the  bottled  milk  during  the  intervals  between  the  reception 
of  the  milk  by  the  retailers  and  the  retail  distribution 
thereof  to  the  consumers’  houses. 


The  number  of  samples  of  milk  sold  as  “ pasteurised  ” 
submitted  to  bacteriological  examination  during  the  year  was 
93,  all  of  which  gave  satisfactory  results  on  the  application 
of  the  Phosphatase  Test,  indicating  that  the  milk  had  been 
adequately  heat  treated;  in  14  instances  the  Methylene  Blue 
Test  gave  discolouration  in  less  than  30  minutes  and  the 
retailers  were  warned  of  the  non-compliance  with  the  Milk 
(Special  Designations)  Regulations  in  this  respect  and  sub- 
sequent samples  taken  from  these  retailers  were  reported  to 
be  satisfactory. 

The  milk  which  had  been  treated  at  the  two  licensed 
pasteurising  establishments  in  the  district  was  also  regularly 
sampled  and  180  samples  of  treated  milk  of  ordinary  grade 
and  88  samples  of  treated  milk  of  the  “ Tuberculin-tested  ” 
designation  were  taken  during  the  year;  all  the  “Tuberculin- 
tested  ” milk  samples  and  “ ordinary  ” milk  samples  gave 
satisfactory  results  on  the  application  of  the  Phosphatase 
Test.  The  Methylene  Blue  Tests  were  all  reported  on  as 
satisfactory  except  in  respect  of  8 samples  taken  on  the  14th, 
15th,  21st.  and  22nd  June  and  the  20th  July,  due  to  a brief 
temporary  breakdown  in  the  plant  concerned. 

During  the  year  20  samples  of  untreated  milk  produced 
on  farms  in  the  district  were  examined  for  the  presence  of 
tubercle  bacilli  and  in  five  instances  the  bacilli  were  found 
to  be  present  ; the  remaining  15  samples  gave  negative 
results.  The  milk  from  the  affected  herds  had  been  sold  in 
bulk  to  a pasteurising  establishment  and  none  had  been  sold 
by  retail  direct  to  consumers  for  some  time  so  that  it  was 
not  necessary  to  take  action  with  a view  to  prohibiting  the 
sale  of  the  milk.  The  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  was  informed  of  these 
results  and  in  due  course  the  herd  was  reported  to  be  free 
of  tuberculosis  after  one  cow,  which  was  apparently  affected, 
had  been  slaughtered. 
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Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations.  During  the 
year  the  appropriate  licences  were  issued  to  use  special 
designations  in  relation  to  milk,  as  follows: — 

Table  LVIII. 

“Tuberculin  Tested  Milk’'  Dealer  ...  1 


“ Pasteurised  Milk  ” : 

Pasteurisers  ...  ‘ ...  ...  2 

Dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

Supplementary  Dealers  ...  ...  2 

“Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (Pasteurised)”: 

Dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Supplementary  Dealers  ...  ...  2 

" Sterilised  Milk  ” .... 

Dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 


ICE-CREAM 

During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  continued  to 
devote  considerable  attention  to  premises  wherein  ice-cream 
was  manufactured,  stored  or  sold,  in  order  to  secure  com- 
])liance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 
and  of  the  Ice-Cream  (Pleat  Treatment)  Regulations  by  all 
vendors  of  ice-cream. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  48  premises  had  been  registered 
as  suitable  for  the  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream 
and  262  premises  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream ; in 
the  latter  group  of  premises  there  were  included  239  shops 
where  ice-cream  in  the  pre-packed  state,  as  delivered  by 
wholesale  manufacturers,  was  stored  and  sold  by  retail. 

Prior  to  registration  all  the  premises  were  inspected, 
and  inquiries  made  concerning  the  health  of  the  vendors, 
particularly  in  relation  to  the  history  of  enteric  or  intestinal 
infections. 
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During  the  year  85  samples  of  ice-cream  sold  in  the 
district  were  submitted  for  examination  by  the  Methylene 
Hlue  Test  and  provisional  grading;  71  or  83.5  per  cent,  were 
reported  as  being  in  Grade  1 or  “ satisfactory,”  3 or  3.5  per 
cent,  were  in  Grade  2 or  ” fair,”  6 or  7.0  per  cent,  were  in 
Grade  3 or  ” unsatisfactory,”  and  5 or  5.9  per  cent,  were 
classified  in  Grade  4 or  ” very  unsatisfactory.”  Amongst  71 
samples  taken  in  the  previous  year  the  corresponding  per- 
centages classified  in  Grades  1 to  4 were  73.2,  11.3,  9.9  and 
5.6,  respectively.  The  manufacturers  of  “unsatisfactory” 
and  ” very  unsatisfactory  ” samples  were  informed  of  these 
results  and  were  advised  to  give  the  matter  their  attention, 
especially  in  regard  to  personal  cleanliness  and  appropriate 
cleansing  and  sterilisation  of  the  utensils. 


MEAT. 

The  number  of  slaughterhouses  licensed  in  the  district 
during  1954  was  5,  but  nearly  all  the  slaughtering  was  carried 
out  in  the  two  slaughterhouses  situated  at  Llanfoist  Street, 
Ton  Pentre,  where  meat  inspection  was  carried  out  by  one 
sanitary  inspector  who  has  had  special  experience  in  this 
work  and  who  was  provided  with  assistance  when  necessary, 
and  at  the  slaughterhouse  at  Howard  Street,  Treorchy. 

The  quantities  of  meat  and  offal  surrendered  and  con- 
demned owing  to  the  presence  of  diseased  conditions,  etc., 
were  15,8441bs.  and  47,0991bs.,  respectively,  the  amounts 
attributable  to  tuberculosis  being  7,406 lbs.  and  11,591  lbs., 
respectively. 
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The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  the  results 
of  the  inspection  of  the  carcases  of  animals  slaughtered  in 
the  district  during  the  year : — 

Table  LIX. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned  during  the  Year  1954 


Cattle 

exclud- 

ing 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

2,298 

672 

1,859 

25,295 

20,985 

Number  inspected 

2,298 

672 

1,859 

25,295 

20,985 

All  diseases  EXCEPT 
Tuberculosis : — 

Whole  Carcases 

condemned  .... 

1 

10 

1 

23 

14 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  .... 

987 

488 

11 

2.237 

1,575 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

42.99 

74.1 

0.64 

8.93 

7.57 

Tuberculosis  only : — 

Whole  carcases 

condemned  .... 

4 

D 

— 

12 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  .... 

74 

AS 

490 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

3.39 

7.88 



___ 

2.39 

The  total  number  of  carcases  inspected  in  1954  was 
51,109,  as  compared  with  46,714  carcases  inspected  in  the 
previous  year. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  percentages  of  animals 
wliich  were  affected  with  tuberculosis  amongst  those 
slaughtered  in  the  district  in  each  year  since  1945. 


Table  LX. 


Percentages  of  the  number  of  carcases  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Pigs 

1945 

3.37 

9.94 

1.17 

10.73 

1946 

4.42 

9.38 

1.64 

13.72 

1947 

2.72 

10.38 

0.61 

4.89 

1948 

4.31 

12.28 

0.49 

4.21 

1949 

4.52 

8.41 

0.14 

5.15 

1950 

4.26 

11.42 

0.27 

4.37 

1951 

3.47 

11.83 

0.13 

3.94 

1952 

3.42 

11.01 

0.10 

2.91 

1953 

3.05 

5.92 

— 

2.61 

1954 

3.39 

7.88 

— 

2.39 

OTHER  FOODS. 

There  were  38  bakehouses  in  the  district  which,  with 
few  exceptions,  were  of  a small  size.  There  were  no  under- 
ground bakehouses  as  defined  in  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 
The  Sanitary  Inspectors  made  301  visits  to  bakehouses  during 
the  year. 

A large  bacon-curing  and  “ cooked  meats  **  products 
factory  was  kept  under  regular  supervision  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  concerned. 
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UNSOUND  FOOD. 

The  principal  articles  of  food,  apart  from  meat  in 
slaughterhouses,  condemned  during  the  course  of  the  year 
were  as  follow  : — 

Table  LXI. 


FOOD  I ths. 


Tinned  Meat  ...  ...^ 

1 

4,712 

Tinned  Vegetables 

4,707 

Tinned  Fruit 

3,931 

Carrots 

1,680 

Tinned  Milk 

1,533 

Wet  Fish  ... 

1,107 

Eggs 

670 

Cheese 

329 

Bacon 

316 

Sausage 

264 

Tinned  Soup 

162 

Tinned  Cream 

148 

Tinned  Fish 

105 

Cooked  Ham 

95 

Preserves 

79 

Figs 

49 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

The  examination  of  samj)les  of  foods  or  drugs  taken 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  was  under- 
taken during  the  year  by  Mr.  D.  Evans  Jones,  M.Sc.,  F.R.I.C., 
at  the  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

The  total  number  of  samples  submitted  during  the 
year  amounted  to  797,  as  compared  with  a total  of  867 
samples  in  the  previous  year.  Of  227  formal  samples  taken, 
226  or  99.6  per  cent,  were  reported  to  be  genuine  articles 
of  food  or  drugs  and  of  570  informal  samples  556  or  97.5 
per  cent,  were  likewise  reported  to  be  genuine. 

The  details  of  the  samples  taken  are  given  in  the 
following  summary : — 

Table  LXII. 


Summary  of  Samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  during  1954 


Description 

Formal  Samples 

Informal  Samples 

No.  Sub- 
mitted 

Results 

1 

No.  Sub- 
mitted 

Resu 

Its 

Genuine 

Not  1 
Genuine  | 

Genuine 

Not 

Genuine 

1 

Milk  

189 

189 

1 

317 

316 

1 

Raspberry  Flavoured 

Milk  .... 

• ••• 

• ••• 

1 

1 

Canned  Sterilised  Cream.... 

• ••• 

• ••• 

• ••• 

4 

3 

1 

Ice-Cream 

22 

21 

1 

15 

11 

4 

Ice-Cream  Powder 

• ••• 

1 

1 

• ••* 

Butter 

4 

4 

• ••• 

3 

3 

Margarine 

2 

2 

• ••• 

10 

10 

* • * • 

Cooking  Fat  

.... 

.... 

• ••« 

4 

4 

* • . • 

Dripping  .... 

...» 

• ••• 

1 

1 

• ••• 

Rice 

• . • • 

• ••• 

3 

3 

• • • • 

Sago 

.... 

• ••• 

• • . • 

1 

1 

• • • • 

Tapioca 

.... 

• • • • 

1 

1 

• • • * 

Cornflour 

• ••• 

• • • • 

• « • . 

4 

4 

.... 

Ground  Arrowroot 

• . • • 

• ••• 

• ••• 

1 

1 

Blancmange  Powder 

•••• 

.... 

•••• 

10 

10 

.... 
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Description 

Formal  Samples 

Informad  Samples 

1 

1 

Results 

I 

No.  Sub- 
mitted 

Rest 

llts 

No.  Sub- 
mitted 

Genuine 

Not 

Genuine 

Genuine 

Not 

Genuine 

1 

Custard  Powder  .... 

6 

6 

Trifle  Packs 

• ••• 

.... 

.... 

3 

3 

Dessert  Powder  .... 

• ••• 

.... 

1 

1 

Baking  Powder  .... 

.... 

.... 

10 

10 

Self  Raising  Flour 

• • • ■ 

.... 

.... 

2 

2 

Golden  Raising  Flour 

• ••• 

.... 

.... 

1 

1 

Bi-carbonate  of  Soda 

• ••• 

.... 

.... 

5 

5 

Sausages 

9 

9 

.... 

17 

17 

Canned  Beef  Loaf 

• ••• 

.... 

1 

1 

Brawn 

• ••• 

.... 

.... 

1 

1 

Corned  Beef 

• ••• 

.... 

.... 

1 

1 

Meat  Paste 

• ••• 

.... 

.... 

2 

2 

Cake,  Sponge  and 

Pudding  Mixture  .... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

26 

20 

6 

Pastry  Mix 

.... 

.... 

.... 

1 

.... 

1 

Dessicated  Coconut 

.... 

.... 

.... 

4- 

4 

Ground  Almonds 

.... 

.... 

.... 

1 

1 

Dates 

.... 

.... 

.... 

1 

1 

Sultanas 

.... 

.... 

...» 

3 

3 

Cut  Mixed  Peel 

.... 

.... 

.... 

1 

1 

Gelatine 

.... 

.... 

.... 

2 

- 2 -- 

“ 

Currants 

.... 

.... 

.... 

3 

3 

Table  Jelly 

.... 

.... 

.... 

2 

2 

Table  Jelly  Crystals 

and  Compound  .... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

3 

3 

Ground  Cinnamon 

.... 

.... 

.... 

1 

1 

Ground  Nutmeg 

.... 

.... 

.... 

2 

2 

(iround  Spice 

.... 

.... 

.... 

5 

5 

Caraway  Seeds  .... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

4 

3 

1 

Ciround  Ginger  .... 

.... 

...» 

.... 

1 

1 

Almond  Essence 

.... 

.... 

.... 

1 

1 

Glace  Cherries  .... 

.... 

.... 

...» 

1 

1 

Sugar  Confectionery 

.... 

.... 

.... 

7 

7 

J ••••  ••••  •••• 

.... 

.... 

.... 

1 

1 

Canned  Grape  Fruit 

.... 

.... 

.... 

1 

1 

flea  ••••  ••••  •••• 

.... 

.... 

.... 

7 

7 

Cocoa  ....  ••••  •••• 

.... 

. . • . 

...» 

1 

1 
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Formal  Samples 

Informal  Samples 

Description 

Results 

1 

Rest 

llts 

No.  Sub- 
mitted 

Genuine 

Not 

Genuine 

No.  Sub- 
mitted 

Genuine 

Not 

Genuine 

Coffee  and  Chicory 

Essence  .... 

• ••« 

2 

2 

Soft  Drink 

8 

8 

Sage  and  Onion  Stuffing .. 

2 

2 

White  Pepper 

6 

6 

Vinegar 

1 

1 

4 

4 

Pickling  Spice 

3 

3 

Pickled  Onions  .... 

1 

1 

Pepper  Flavoured 

Compound  .... 

1 

1 

Dried  Parsley 

4 

4 

Dried  Sage 

2 

2 

Dried  Thyme 

2 

2 

Lentils 

» •••• 

1 

1 

Dried  Peas 

1 

1 

Spaghetti  Pearls 

1 

1 

Non-Brewed  Condiment  .... 

1 

1 

Gravy  Browning 

2 

2 

Sauce 

3 

3 

Tomato  Ketchup 

1 

1 

Canned  Tomato  Soup 

1 

1 

Vitamin  Capsules 

3 

3 

Epsom  Salts 

4 

4 

Chewing  Gum 

1 

1 

Aspirin  Tablets  .... 

2 

2 

Canned  Beans 

1 

1 

Castor  Oil 

1 

1 

Senna  Pods 

1 

1 

Senna  Leaves 

1 

1 

Compound  Syrup  of  Figs.... 

1 

1 

Stomach  Powder 

1 

1 

Cooling  Powder 

1 

1 

Boracic  Powder 

1 

1 

Camphorated  Oil 

1 

1 

227 

226 

1 

570 

556 

14 
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The  certificates  of  the  Public  Analyst  disclosed  that 
fourteen  of  the  informal  samples  submitted  to  him  during 
the  year  were  not  genuine,  six  being  samples  of  cake,  sponge 
and  pudding  mixture,  four  of  ice-cream  and  one  each  of  milk, 
canned  sterilised  cream,  pastry  mix  and  caraway  seeds, 
representing  2.5  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  informal 
samples  taken  during  the  year. 

One  formal  sample,  being  that  of  milk,  was  certified  as 
not  genuine,  representing  0.4  per  cent,  of  the  total  number 
of  formal  samples  taken  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  contains  details  of  the  samples 
reported  on  by  the  Public  Analyst  as  not  genuine  and  the 
action  taken  by  the  Authority. 


Table  LXIII. 


Serial 

No. 

Article 

Nature  of 
Adulteration 
or  Irregularity 

Action  taken  by  Authority 

1 

(1)  Informal 

Samples. 

37  S. 

Milk 

Deficient  in  fat, 

8 per  cent. 

Follov/ed  up  by  Formal 
sample,  certified  as 
genuine. 

65  S. 

Canned 

sterilised 

cream 

Cheesy  smell 
with  high 
acidity 

Remaining  stock  withdrawn 
from  sale  and  disposed  of 
as  refuse. 

137  S. 

Cake  and 
pudding 
mixture 

Caked  condition ; 
available  carbon 
dioxide,  0.03  per 
cent. 

Remaining  stock  withdrawn 
from  sale  and  disposed  of 
as  refuse. 

157  S. 

Ice-cream 

Deficient  in  fat, 
10  per  cent. 

Followed  up  by  Formal 
sample,  certified  as 
genuine. 

158  S. 

Ice-cream 

Deficient  in  fat, 
23  per  cent. 

Followed  up  by  Formal 
sample,  certified  as 
genuine. 
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Serial 

No. 

Article 

Nature  ot 
Adulteration 
or  Irregularity 

Action  taken  by  Authority 

204  S. 

Ice-cream 

Deficient  in  fat, 

15  per  cent. 

Followed  up  by  Formal 
sample,  certified  as 
genuine. 

273  S. 

Pudding 

mixture 

Infested  with 
meal  mites 

1 

Remaining  stock  withdrawn 
from  sale  and  disposed  of 
as  refuse. 

390  S. 

Ice-cream 

Deficient  in  fat, 
59  per  cent. 

Followed  up  by  Formal 
sample  S.  149  (see  below). 

407  S. 

Cake  and 
pudding 
mixture 

Infested  with 
meal  mites 

Remaining  stock  withdrawn 
from  sale  and  disposed  of 
as  refuse. 

410  S. 

Pastry  mix 

Fat  in  sample 
rancid 

> 

Remaining  stock  withdrawn 
from  sale  and  disposed  of 
as  refuse. 

559  S. 

Pudding 

mixture 

Infested  with 
meal  mites 

Remaining  stock  withdrawn 
from  sale  and  disposed  of 
as  refuse. 

561  S. 

Caraway 

seeds 

Infested  with 
book  lice 

Remaining  stock  withdrawn 
from  sale  and  disposed  of 
as  refuse. 

564  S. 

Sponge 

pudding 

mixture 

Infested  with 
meal  mites 

Remaining  stock  withdrawn 
from  sale  and  disposed  of 
as  refuse. 

565  S. 

Sponge 

mixture 

Infested  with 
mea!  mites 

Remaining  stock  withdrawn 
from  sale  and  disposed  of 
as  refuse. 

S.149 

Ice-cream 

(2)  Formal 

Deficient  in  fat, 
59  per  cent. 

Sample. 

Follow-up  of  Informal  Sample 
390  S.  (see  above).  Legal 
proceedings  against  vendor/ 
manufacturer.  Fined  £5 
and  ordered  to  pay  14s.  Od. 
j expenses  and  £2  2s.  Od. 

1 Advocate’s  Fee. 
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CLEAN  FOOD  CAMPAIGNS. 


In  accordance  with  the  request  contained  in  paragraph 
7 of  Circular  1/54  (Wales)  relating  to  Annual  Reports  of 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  1954,  the  following  information 
is  submitted  in  relation  to  the  Rhondda  Urban  District : — 

(1)  The  number  of  food  premises  by  type  of  business: — 


Butchers  and  Meat  Purveyors 

...  110 

Confectioners,  Bread  and  Cake  Dealers 

...  105 

Dairy  Produce  and  Milk  Shops 

10 

Fried  Fish  and  Potato  Shops 

58 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 

...  132 

Grocers  and  Provision  Dealers 

...  212 

Refreshment  Houses  and  Temperance  Bars  ...  45 

Restaurants  and  Cooked  Meat  Shops 

14 

Sweet  Shops,  etc. 

...  259 

Bakehouses 

38 

(2)  Premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  as  dairies  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations,  1949  : — 

Manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  ... 
Storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream 
Preparation  and  manufacture  of  sausages, 
potted  meat,  pickled  or  preserved  foods  ... 
Preparation  of  Fried  Fish  and  Potatoes 
Dairies  ... 


48 

262 

27 

22 

63 


(3)  Number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises  :• 
Ice-cream  vendors 
Fried  Fish  Shops 
Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 


128 

118 

322 


(4)  No  new  educational  activity,  such  as  the  inauguration  of 
clean  food  guilds,  was  introduced  in  the  district  during 
the  year.  The  sanitary  inspectors  have  attended 
refresher  courses  on  food  hygiene  and  food  infections^ 
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and  during  their  visits  to  and  inspections  of  food 
premises  they  have  concentrated  on  the  individual 
instruction  of  the  food  handlers  in  these  premises  on 
matters  relating  particularly  to  personal  hygiene.  Posters 
dealing  wdth  the  handling  of  food  have  also  been 
distributed  periodically  in  these  shops. 


(5)  In  regard  to  the  disposal  of  condemned  food  the  tinned 
foods  have  been  dealt  w^ith  by  incineration  in  the 
refuse  destructor,  whilst  cereal  or  starchy  products 
such  as  sponge  mixtures,  etc.,  infested  with  mites  have, 
on  certain  occasions,  been  disposed  of  to  local  pig- 
keepers.  Offal  and  condemned  meat  have  been 
removed  regularly  from  the  local  slaughter-house  by 
a contractor  who  owns  premises,  situated  outside  the 
district,  where  the  materials  are  processed  and  con- 
verted into  fertilisers,  etc. 


(6)  No  special  examination  of  a stock  or  consignment  of 
food  was  carried  out  in  the  district  during  the  year. 


88 


SECTION  VI. 


NOTIFIED  INCIDENCE  OF 
CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  diseases  at  present  notifiable  are : — 


(1)  Scarlet  Fever 

(2)  Diphtheria  (including  Membranous  Croup) 

(3)  Measles 

(4)  Whooping  Cough 

(5)  Tuberculosis 

(6)  Erysipelas 

(7)  Meningococcal  Infection 

(8)  Pneumonia  (Acute  Primary  and  Influenzal) 

(9)  Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic  and  Non-paralytic) 

(10)  Puerperal  Pyrexia 

(11)  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

(12)  Cholera 

(13)  Acute  Encephalitis  (Infective  and  Post-infectious) 

(14)  Dysentery 

(15)  Malaria 

(16)  Para-typhoid  Fever 

(17)  Typhoid  Fever 

(18)  Plague 

(19)  Relapsing  Fever 

(20)  Small  Pox 

(21)  Typhus  Fever 

(22)  Food  Poisoning 

(23)  Anthrax 


Tables  LXIV.  and  LXXIL  give  certain  details  of  the 
cases  of  the  above  diseases  which  occurred  in  1954. 


Rhondda  Urban  District.  Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  notified  during  the  Year  1954. 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 


This  is  a disease  which  has  shown  a marked  decline 
in  its  severity  over  the  last  40-50  years.  Table  LXV. 
gives  details  of  the  numbers  of  cases  notified,  and  deaths 
from  this  disease  by  decennial  group  since  1904. 

Table  LXV. 


Year 

or 

Group 

Number  of 
Cases 
Notified 

No.  of  Deaths 

Case  fatality  rate 
(per  100  cases  notified) 

1954 

184 

None 

0 

1904  1913 

6,685 

147 

2.2 

1914  1923 

5,927 

121 

2.0 

1924  1933 

4,286 

33 

0.8 

1934  1943 

5,341 

19 

0.4 

1944  1953 

2,740 

2 

0.1 

It  will  be  seen  from  Table  LXV.  that  the  case  fatality 
rate  of  Scarlet  Fever  has  fallen  consistently  since  1923. 

The  decrease  in  number  of  notified  cases  over  the  past 
decade  is  probably  due  to  notification  of  Scarlet  Fever  now 
being  less  complete  than  previously. 

No  deaths  have  been  recorded  in  the  district  as  being 
due  to  Scarlet  Fever  since  1945. 


MEASLES. 

Table  LXVl.  shows  the  number  of  notifications  of 
this  disease  over  the  ten-year  period  1944  - 1953  and  the 
biennial  swing. 
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Table  LXVL 


Year 

Number  of  cases 
notified 

1954 

74 

1953 

1,055 

1952 

1,059 

1951 

953 

1950 

1,248 

1949 

757 

1948 

289 

1947 

2,221 

1946 

44 

1945 

1,050 

1944 

300 

PARATYPHOID  FEVER. 

Five  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  the  year, 
but  in  one  case  the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed. 

The  four  confirmed  cases  were  reported  to  the  Health 
Department  in  August,  1954.  Each  case  had  been  a member 
of  a party  of  school  children  who  had  visited  Paris  during 
the  previous  month. 

Investigations  undertaken  by  the  Department  and  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cardiff,  showed  the  causative 
organism  to  be  of  the  type  S.  Dundee,  which  is  of 
apparently  rare  ocurrence  in  this  country,  but  is  frequently 
isolated  from  cases  in  France.  Consequently,  in  view  of  this 
fact  and  the  corroborative  history,  we  felt  justified  in 
assuming  the  infection  to  have  been  contracted  during  the 
Paris  trip. 

All  four  cases  made  an  uneventful  recovery. 

DYSENTERY. 

Twenty-six  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified  during  the 
year,  the  diagnosis  being  confirmed  in  23  cases. 

The  distribution  of  the  confirmed  cases,  together  with 
causative  organism,  if  known,  is  shown  in  Table  LXVH. 
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Table  LXVIL 


Month 


February,  1954 


March 


April 


May 


Persons 


1 person 


2 unconnected 
persons 

IS  persons 

2 households  of 
9 and  4 persons 

7 persons 

A family  of  6 
and  their  lodger 


Group  of  causative 
organism 


No  organism  isolated 
Diagnosis  on  clinical 
grounds. 

Sonne. 


Sonne. 


* Flexner. 


* This  type  of  infection  was  not  known  to  have  occurred  in  the  district 
for  a number  of  years,  and  it  was  thought  probable  that  the  source 
of  infection  might  have  been  a seafaring  person  who  had  stayed  at 
the  house  prior  to  the  onset  of  the  illness. 


No  cases  of  the  following  diseases  were  notified 
during  1954; — 

Smallpox 
Cholera 
Typhus  Fever 
Relapsing  Fever 
Plague 

Acute  Encephalitis 

(Infective  and  Post-infectious) 

Malaria' 

Food-Poisoning 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 

(Paralytic  and  non-paralytic) 

Anthrax 
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SECTION  VII. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Table  LXVIII.  shows  the  distribution  of  notifications  and 
deaths  from  this  disease  for  the  year  1954. 

Table  LXVIII. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Age 

Group 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Cases 

notiSed 

Deaths 

Cases 

notified 

Deaths 

Cases 

notified 

Deaths 

Cases 

notified 

Deaths 

0— 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

5 — 

4 

• • • 

6 

• • • 

• » ■ 

• • • 

3 

• • • 

15— 

13 

• • • 

12 

• • * 

4 

2 

• • ■/ 

25— 

10 

11 

2 

1 

1 

35- 

9 

1 

7 

4 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

45— 

13 

14 

4 

3 

3 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

65  + 

10 

8 

1 

Total 

59 

23 

42 

9 

8 

2 

7 

• • • 

Only  7 deaths  were  recorded  as  being  due  to  Tuberculosis 
alone.  The  other  conditions  associated  with  Tuberculosis  as 
the  cause  of  death  are  shown  in  Table  LXIX. 


Table  LXIX. 


Associated  Disease 

Male  Deaths 

Female  Deaths 

Pneumoconiosis 

17 

• • • 

Silicosis  ... 

1 

• • • 

Cardiac  Failure 

1 

2 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

(non-Tuberculous) 

2 

• • • 

Acute  Nephritis 

• • • 

1 

Embolism 

« • • 

1 

21 

4 

Including  Tuberculosis  alone 

23 

9 

The  above  Table  show’s  the  very  great  frequency  with 
w’liich  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  and  Pneumoconiosis  are 
associated  as  a cause  of  male  deaths,  and  it  is  good  to  know 
that  this  matter  is  being  investigated  by  the  Pneumoconiosis 
Research  Unit  at  Llandough. 

i 

i 

Table  LXX.  shows  the  number  of  notifications  and 
deaths  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  over  the  past  10  years. 

Table  LXX. 


Year 

Notifications 

Deaths 

1945 

147 

60 

1946 

115 

82 

1947 

115 

78 

1948 

115 

60 

1949 

154 

61 

1950 

180 

55 

1951 

168 

52 

1952 

113 

40 

1953 

177 

30 

1954 

101 

32 

Tt  is  obvious  from  the  above  Table  that  there  is  no 
room  for  complacency  in  our  attitude  to  the  presence  and 
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prevention  of  Tuberculosis.  In  this  connection  it  is  regret- 
table that  so  many  people  still  refuse  to  make  use  of  such 
facilities  as  the  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Service  and,  in 
so  doing,  may  be  responsible  for  the  continuation  of  this 
disease  in  our  midst. 

Table  LXXI.  show^s  the  distribution  by  age  and  sex 
of  the  persons  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register. 


Table  LXXI. 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Age 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0 — 

3 

6 

3 

7 

5 — 

25 

23 

10 

6 

15  — 

79 

115 

15 

20 

25  — 

156 

235 

18 

31 

45  — 

97 

31 

9 

12 

65  + 

24 

9 

• • • 

1 

Total 

384 

419 

55 

77 

Tabl«  LXXH. 


Rhondda  Urban  District 


Cases  o(  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  ldS4. 


Notifiable  Diseases 

Cases  notified  in  whole 
All  Ages  — Year 

District 

s^ 

Total  Cases  notified  in  each  Ward 

N 

tc 

umber  of  cases  removed 

1 Hosp.  from  each  Ward 

Total 

Cases 

re- 

moved 

to 

Hosp. 

All 

Ages 

U 

de 

n- 

r 

1 — 

3 — 

S- 

10  — 

15  — 

25  & 
over 

M, 

i 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

,M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1C 

► 11 

Smallpox 

Cholera 

Diphtheria  (including 

Membranous  Croup) 
Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Fever  .... 

Typhus  Fever 

Enteric  Fever  (including 
> Paratyphoid)  .... 

Relapsing  Fever 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Plague 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
(paralytic) 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

(non-paralytic) 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  .... 
Acute  Encephalitis 

(Post-infectious) 

Acute  Encephalitis  (Infective)  .... 
Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia  .... 
Malaria 

Dysentery 

Anthrax 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Food  Poisoning 

"s 

77 

3 

i 

1 

59 

8 

1 

SO 

4 

i'i 

40 

102 

"s 

107 

2 

1 

42 

7 

19 

2 

i'i 

34 

115 

"3 

126 

3 

1 

23 

"6 

‘s 

1 

5 

1 

6 

9 

22 

21 

38 

52 

* 1 

8 

22 

"3 

1 

1 

4 

7 

1 

2 

9 

1 

9 

"9 

‘s 

1 

31 

3 

18 

3 

12 

"9 

”9 

3 

6 

67 

5 

3 

2 

2 

18 

13 

7 

3 

5 

3 

5 

63 

i 

1 1 

2 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

3 

... 

... 

1 

1 

1 

... 

2 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

6 

2 

1 

2 

3 

■2 

i 

i>  • • 

3 

13 

3 

12 

3 

42 

5 

23 

4 

5 

1 

10 

2 

4 

15 

1 

9 

2 

5 

1 

9 

1 

8 

1 

16 

1 

14 

3 

• * • 

4 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

5 

3 

2 

1 

32 

1 

1 

4 

"3 

"s 

9 

3 

2 

'^3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i2 

2 

10 

2 

2 

1 

2 

11 

2 

9 

1 

4 

1 

25 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

... 

1 

1 

1 

4 

12 

3 

... 

1 

7 

4 

... 

... 

9 

2 

1 

7 

5 

... 

2 

1 

2 

2 

10 

17 

2 

9 

4 

30 

9 

35 

10 

33 

9 

36 

IS 

20 

14 

32 

;i 

'2 

"i 

... 

... 

... 

4 

8 

23 

1 

5 

3 

1 

2 

13 

18 

4 

21 

1 

12 

5 

39 

1 

16 

9 

32 

8 

65 

1 

1 

1 

3 

' 

Tot.\ls  .... 

364? 

351 

38 

15 

43 

53 

69 

70 

77 

106 

18 

32 

23 

23 

96 

52 

31  1 

47 

24 

27  [95 

69 

49 

73 

38 

78 

184 

5 

7 

3 

4 

27 

17 

11 

5 

11 

13 

70 

173 

APPENDIX 
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TABLE  1. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1954  and  previous  years. 


Year 

1 

Population  estimated  to 
middle  of  each  year 

1 

Births 

Total  Deaths 
registered 
in  District 

Trans- 

ferable 

Deaths 

Net  Deaths  belonging 
to  the  District 

Uncorrected  Number 

Net 

Number 

rt 

7 

Of  Non-Residents  regis- 

°°  tered  in  the  District 

Of  Residents  not  regis- 

^ tered  in  the  District 

Under  1 
yr.  of  age 

At  all 
ages 

u 

V 

Si 

6 

3 

z 

4 

a) 

rt 

s. 

5 

<L1 

Si 

E 

3 

z 

10 

_ Rate  per  1 ,000  net 

Births 

u 

OJ 

XI 

a 

3 

z 

12 

d) 

X 

13 

1942 

116,600 

2,309 

2.106 

18.1 

1,471 

12  6 

117 

189 

134 

64 

1,543 

13.2 

1943 

1 13.500 

2,128 

1.933 

17.0 

1.435 

12.6 

92 

186 

104 

54 

1,592 

13.5 

1944 

118,230 

2,243 

2.034 

17.2 

1.402 

1 1.9 

91 

171 

104 

51 

1.482 

12.5 

1945 

116,480 

2.218 

2,019 

17.3 

1,444 

12.4 

84 

187 

108 

53 

1,547 

13.3 

1946 

113,120 

2.543 

2.220 

19.6 

1.408 

12.4 

94 

178 

95 

43 

1,492 

13.1 

1947 

111.840 

2.838 

2.363 

21.1 

1.544 

13.8 

54 

214 

122 

52 

1,704 

15.2 

1948 

112.800 

2.602 

2.077 

18.4 

1.211 

10.7 

45 

242 

83 

40 

1.408 

12.5 

1949 

1 12,630 

2,227 

1.83.i 

16.3 

1,350 

12  0 

42 

239 

80 

44 

1.547 

13.7 

1950 

112,300 

2,071 

1.759 

15.7 

1,461 

13.0 

44 

237 

82 

47 

1,654 

14.7 

1951 

110.700 

1,842 

1.716 

15  5 

1.487 

13  4 

43 

311 

87 

51 

1,755 

15.9 

1952 

109.800 

1.777 

1.713 

15.6 

1.208 

11.0 

37 

269 

69 

40 

1,440 

13  1 

1953 

109.100 

1.682 

1,686 

15  5 

1,252 

11.5 

28 

175 

51 

30 

1,399 

12.8 

1954 

108.730 

1,590 

1,563 

14  4 

1.203 

11.1 

50 

273 

49 

31 

1,426 

13.1 

Notes. — This  table  is  arranged  to  show  the  gross  births  and  deaths  in 
the  district  and  the  births  and  deaths  properly  belonging  to  it  with  the 
corresponding  rates. 

Rates  in  Columns  5,  7 and  13  are  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated 
population. 

The  deaths  included  in  Column  6 are  the  whole  of  those  registered 
during  the  year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the  district.  The 
deaths  included  in  Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column  6,  corrected  by 
the  subtraction  of  the  number  in  Column  8 and  the  addition  of  the  number 
in  Column  9.  Deaths  in  Column  10  are  similarly  corrected  by  the  sub- 
traction of  deaths  under  one  included  in  the  number  given  in  Column  8 
and  by  the  addition  of  the  deaths  under  one  included  in  the  number  given 
in  Column  9. 

“Transferable  Deaths”  are  deaths  of  persons  who,  having  a fixed  or 
usual  residence  in  England  or  Wales,  die  in  a district  other  than  that 
in  which  they  resided. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  3 
(exclusive  of  area  covered  I 23,886 
by  water).  1 


TABLE  II,  Causes  of,  and  ages  at.  Death  during  the  Year,  1954 — (Continued  on  next  page). 
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Public  Health  Department, 
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31st  December,  1955. 


To  THE  Chairman  and  Members 
OF  THE  Rhondda  Committee  for  Education 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I submit  herewith  my  Annual  Report  on  the  School 
Health  Service  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1954. 

The  work  of  the  School  Health  Service  in  this  area 
continued  to  be  hampered  by  frequent  changes  and  shortages 
of  medical  and  dental  staff.  It  is  hoped  that  1955  will  see  a 
stabilisation  on  the  former  side,  though  it  is  very  unlikely 
tliat  any  addition  to  the  dental  staff  will  occur  as  the  Public 
Health  Dental  Service  seems  to  be  even  less  attractive  than 
the  Medical  Service.  Whilst  such  conditions  exist,  the  services 
provided  by  the  Local  Authority  must  necessarily  be  curtailed 
— to  the  detriment  of  the  child  population. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  willing 
co-operation  and  support  of  the  Staff  of  the  School  Health 
Service  and  also  that  of  the  District  Education  Officer  and  his 
Department  including  all  head-teachers  and  the  staffs  of  various 
schools  in  the  district. 


Yours  sincerely. 


District  School  Medical  Officer. 


VI. 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

RHONDDA  EXCEPTED  DISTRICT 


GENERAL 

The  total  number  of  pupils  on  the  registers  of  the 
schools  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  1954  was  20,455,  as 
compared  with  20,863  pupils  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year. 
Of  the  above  total,  258  were  in  the  two  nursery  schools, 
13,580  were  in  the  primary  schools,  and  6,629  were  in  sec- 
ondary schools,  the  latter  group  including  pupils  attending 
whole-time  at  the  technical  institute.  There  were  2,256 
children  under  five  years  of  age  on  the  registers  of  the 
])rimary  schools. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION 

The  number  of  children  inspected  in  the  three  specified 
age  groups  was  3,341,  of  whom  1,343  were  in  the  “entrant” 
group,  1,311  were  in  the  “second”  age  group,  and  687  were 
in  the  “ third  ” age  group  ; the  number  of  children  examined 
as  “ specials  ” was  222,  and  3,543  children  were  re-examined, 
so  that  the  total  number  of  medical  examinations  amounted 
to  7,106. 

FINDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 

The  assessment  of  the  general  condition  of  the  3,341 
children  examined  in  the  three  routine  age  groups  is  shown 
in  Table  T.  It  will  be  seen  that  when  the  percentages  for 
both  sexes  in  all  age  groups  are  combined,  53.28  per  cent, 
of  all  pupils  examined  were  classified  as  being  in  “ Good  ” 
general  condition  (A)  ; 44.27  per  cent,  were  classified  as 
being  “ Fair”  (B)  ; and  2.15  per  cent,  as  being  “ Poor”  (C). 
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Table  I. 


Classification  of  the  General  Condition  of  Children  Inspected 

during  the  Year  1954. 


Age 

Groups 

Sex 

No.  of 
Children 

A. 

Good 

B. 

Fair 

C. 

Poor 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

inspected 

Boys  ... 

661 

311 

47  05 

329 

49.77 

21 

3.18 

Entrants 

Girls  ... 

682 

334 

48.97 

327 

47.95 

21 

3.08 

Total  ... 

1,343 

645 

48  03 

656 

48.84 

42 

3.13 

Second 

Boys  ... 

690 

376 

54.49 

299 

43  33 

15 

2.17 

Age 

Group 

Girls  ... 

621 

414 

66  66 

199 

32.05 

8 

1.29 

Total  ... 

1,311 

790 

60  26 

498 

37.99 

23 

1.75 

Third 

Boys  ... 

309 

70 

22  65 

234 

75  73 

5 

1.62 

Age 

Group 

Girls  ... 

378 

275 

72.75 

101 

26.72 

2 

0.53 

Total  ... 

687 

345 

50.22 

335 

48.76 

7 

1.02 

Boys  ... 

1,660 

757 

45  60 

862 

51.92 

41 

2.47 

Totals 

Girls  ... 

1,681 

10,23 

60  86 

627 

37.30 

31 

1.84 

Grand 

Totals 

3,341 

1,780 

53.28 

1,489 

44.27 

72 

2.15 

Though  these  figures  are  appreciably  different  from 
those  obtained  from  the  results  of  examinations  carried  out 
in  1953,  it  is  extremely  doubtful  if  they  are  a reflection  of 
any  actual  differences  in  the  general  condition  of  the  pupils 
examined  during  1953  and  1954. 


In  Table  II.  the  classification  of  the  general  condition 
of  male  entrants  inspected  during  1947  - 54  is  shown  and  the 
percentages  in  each  of  the  three  groups  A,  B,  and  C have 
been  charted. 
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The  table  illustrates  clearly  the  “ see-saw  ” like  move- 
ment that  has  occurred  between  the  groups  classified  as 


IX. 


“Good”  (A)  and  “Fair”  (B).  If  one  were  to  accept  these 
figures  at  their  face  value  it  would  appear  that  certain 
dramatic  changes  must  have  occurred  to  affect  the  general 
condition  of  children  born  during  the  years  1949  - 1952 
(taking  average  age  of  entrants  to  be  5 years)).  In  actual 
fact,  the  abrupt  change  in  the  percentage  of  classification  of 
groups  A and  B in  1950-  1952  can  almost  certainly  be  traced 
to  a change  of  staff  in  the  School  Medical  Service  at  that 
time.  The  sharp  rise  in  the  percentage  classified  as  (C)  is 
due  to  a change  in  the  method  of  assessment  by  one  medical 
officer. 

When  these  considerations  are  borne  in  mind  it  would 
appear  that  the  statistical  value  of  the  figures  relating  to 
the  assessment  of  the  general  condition  of  pupils  inspected 
at  routine  examinations  is  of  very  limited  value  in  the 
administrative  or  scientific  fields — a view  long  held  by  many 
medical  officers  engaged  in  this  type  of  work. 

TREATMENT 

Minor  Ailments.  The  number  of  children  treated  at 
minor  ailment  clinics  was  249,  as  compared  with  167  children 
treated  in  the  previous  year  ; the  total  number  of  attend- 
ances for  treatment  amounted  to  731.  Of  the  249  children 
seen  at  the  clinic  for  the  first  time,  171  were  treated  for 
impetigo,  i.e.  approximately  70  per  cent.  The  attendance  at 
the  clinic  for  this  cause  over  the  past  four  years  is  shown 
in  Table  III. 

Table  III. 

Table  showing  Total  Number  of  New  Cases  seen  at  Minor  Ailment 
Clinics  and  Number  of  New  Cases  of  Impetigo  Treated. 


Year 

Total 
new  cases 

No.  of 
new  cases 
of  Impetigo 

1951 

92 

27 

1952 

86 

19 

1953 

167 

88 

1954 

249 

171 

It  is  interesting  to  speculate  whether  the  great 
increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  impetigo  treated  is 
indicative  of  an  increased  incidence  of  the  disease  or  whether 
it  is  likely  to  be  due  to  a more  frequent  use  of  the  clinic 
facilities  for  the  treatment  of  this  condition. 
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Defective  Vision  and  Squint.  843  children  were  examined 
for  refractive  errors  in  the  Authority’s  clinics,  and  15  children 
received  operative  treatment  at  the  ophthalmic  department 
of  the  Llwynypia  Hospital  for  the  correction  of  squint. 

Ear,  Nose,  and  Throat  Defects.  During  the  year  648 
children  received  operative  treatment  for  enlarged  tonsils 
and  adenoids,  28  children  received  similar  treatment  for 
diseases  of  the  ear,  and  29  children  for  other  nose  and 
throat  conditions,  whilst  58  children  received  other  forms 
of  treatment. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment.  The  treatment  of  orthopaedic 
defects  was  continued  under  the  direction  and  supervision  of 
Mr.  Rocyn  Jones,  Orthopaedic  Surgeon,  who  visited  the 
Carnegie  Welfare  Centre  at  monthly  intervals  ; 42  children 
were  examined  for  the  first  time  and  103  children  were  re- 
examined during  these  visits.  Twenty-two  children  were 
admitted  during  the  year  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  Hospital, 
Cardiff.  The  whole-time  physiotherapist  also  carried  out 
treatment  at  the  clinics  and  the  435  children  seen  made  a 
total  of  2,934  attendances. 

Speech  Therapy.  During  the  year  the  speech  therapist’s 
time  continued  to  be  divided  between  work  in  her  special 
clinics  and  in  school.  Not  all  the  children  found  to  have  a 
defect  of  speech  were  referred  to  the  treatment  clinic. 
Table  IV.  shows  the  distribution  by  defect  and  sex  of  those 
who  were  so  referred. 

Table  IV. 

Classification  of  Speech  Defects  and  Disorders  for  Both  Sexes. 

Pupils  referred  for  Treatment  at  Clinic. 


Stammering 
Dyslalia  .... 
Cleft  Palate 
Other 


B. 

G. 

60 

11 

22 

10 

4 

6 

1 

86 

28 

114 
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The  numbers  are  small  but  there  is  definitely  a marked 
preponderance  of  males  suffering  from  defective  speech. 

Each  child  suffering  with  stammer,  cleft  palate,  or 
dysarthria  has  approximately  20  minutes  therapy  each  week, 
many  of  these  with  stammer  being  treated  in  groups.  It  is 
perhaps  questionable  whether  this  is  enough  therapy  to  effect 
any  marked  improvement,  although  where  the  home  environ- 
ment is  good  and  the  child  is  encouraged  to  do  home  practice 
then  maybe  one  weekly  session  will  suffice. 

The  provision  of  a tape  recorder  has  been  of  great 
value  in  the  treatment  and  recording  of  progress  of  children 
with  speech  defect  and  the  speech  therapist  again  reports 
that  during  her  periodic  visits  to  schools  she  has  always 
received  full  co-operation  from  all  heads  of  departments  and 
teaching  staff. 

Infectious  Diseases.  In  July,  1954,  four  cases  of  para- 
typhoid occurred  in  a party  of  48  school  children  and  staff 
who  had  visited  Paris  on  an  official  school  trip.  The  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service  informed  us  that  the  causative 
organism  in  all  cases  was  of  the  type  S.  Dundee — which 
is  apparently  rare  in  this  country,  but  is  commonly  im- 
plicated in  outbreaks  on  the  continent. 

During  the  year  15  children  under  15  years  of  age 
were  notified  as  suffering  from  pulmonary  T.  B. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  a marked 
increase  in  the  number  of  notifications  of  scarlet  fever  over 
the  previous  year — the  excess  numbers  coming  from  one 
particular  part  of  the  Rhondda  Each.  On  investigation  this 
increase  would  seem  to  be  due  to  a genuine  increase. 

Dental  Treatment.  The  dental  inspection  and  treatment 
of  school  children  continued  to  be  seriously  handicapped  by 
lack  of  dental  staff.  2,064  children  were  inspected  in  the 
schools  and  79.0  per  cent,  of  those  inspected  were  referred 
for  treatment  ; in  addition,  2,836  children  were  examined  as 
“ specials.”  The  number  of  children  actually  treated  at  the 
dental  clinics  during  the  year  was  3,058. 
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Hospital  Treatment.  Reports  were  received  during  the 
year  in  respect  of  788  school  children  who  were  treated  in 
the  various  hospitals  serving  the  district  for  conditions  other 
than  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids.  The  principal  conditions 
diagnosed  and  treated  amongst  such  children  were  : 
appendicitis  in  104  instances,  nephritis  or  genital  diseases  in 
40  cases,  epilepsy  in  11  cases,  fractures  in  7^  instances,  and 
allergy  or  asthma  in  13  cases.  Reports  were  also  received 
concerning  30  children  who  were  seen  at  the  Child  Guidance 
Clinics  at  East  Glamorgan  Hospital.  The  reports  received 
from  the  hospitals  have  proved  of  considerable  value  to  the 
medical  staff. 

Miscell.\neous  Work.  In  addition  to  numerous  special 
examinations  of  children  at  the  school  clinics,  the  medical 
staff  examined  129  candidates  who  were  applying  for 
admission  to  training  colleges  and  four  applicants  prior  to 
entry  into  the  teaching  profession. 
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TABLE  1. 

Return  of  Medical  Inspections. 


A.— ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  Groups. 


Entrants  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1^343 

Second  Age  Groups  ....  ....  ....  ....  1,311 

Third  Age  Groups  ....  ....  ....  ....  687 

Total  ....  3,341 

B.— OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  ....  ....  ....  222 

Number  of  Re-Inspections  ....  ....  ....  ....  3,543 

Total  ....  3,765 


C.— CHILDREN  FOUND  TO  REQUIRE  TREATMENT. 

Number  of  individual  children  found  at  Routine  Medical  Inspection  to 
require  treatment  (excluding  Defects  of  Nutrition,  Uncleanliness, 
and  Dental  Diseases). 

NOTE. — No  individual  child  is  counted  more  than  once  in  any  column 
of  this  Table  ; for  example,  a child  suffering  from  defective  vision 
and  from  adenoids  appears  once  in  column  2,  once  in  column  3 
and  once  only  in  column  4.  Similarly  a child  suffering  from  two 
defects  other  than  defective  vision  appears  once  only  in  column  3 
and  once  in  column  4. 


Group 

(1) 

For  defective 
vision  (exclud- 
ing squint 
(2) 

For  all  other 
conditions 
recorded  in 
Table  II.  A. 
(3) 

Total 

(4) 

Entrants 

3 

307 

308 

Second  Age  Group 

111 

137 

239 

Third  Age  Group 

38 

62 

97 

Total 

152 

506 

644 

XV. 


A. — Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection. 


1 

Defect  or  Disease 

(1) 

Routine 

Inspections 

Special 

Inspections 

No.  of  Defects 

No.  of  Defects 

Requir- 

ing 

Treat- 

ment 

(2) 

Requir- 
ing to 
be  kept 
under 
observat- 
ion but 
not  re- 
quiring 
Treat- 
ment 
(3) 

Requir- 

ing 

Treat- 

ment 

(4) 

Requir- 
ing to 
be  kept 
under 
observat- 
ion but 
not  re- 
quiring 
Treat- 
ment 
(5) 

^ (1)  Ringworm — Scalp 

(2)  ..  Body 

2 

• • * 

• • • 

• • • 

Skin 

(3)  Scabies 

• • • 

• • • 

• « • 

« • • 

(4)  Impetigo 

6 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

(5)  Other  Diseases 

(Non-Tuberculous) 

21 

57 

... 

... 

TOTAL  (Heads  1 to  5) 

29 

59 

• • • 

... 

(6)  Blepharitis 

21 

1 

(7)  Conjunctivitis  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

(8)  Keratitis 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

< 

(9)  Corneal  Opacities 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• * • 

(10)  Other  Conditions 

(excluding  Defective 

Eye 

^ Vision  and  Squint) 

5 

8 

... 

• • • 

TOTAL  (Heads  6 to  10) 

26 

9 

• • • 

• • • 

I 

1 (11)  Defective  Vision 

(excluding  Squint) 

152 

72 

1 

1 

' (12)  Squint 

36 

53 

... 

... 

1 (13)  Defective  Hearing 

4 

18 

Ear  ' 

1 (14)  Otitis  Media 

4 

11 

* (15)  Other  Ear  Diseases 

6 

30 

... 

... 

(16)  Chronic  Tonsillitis  only 

43 

224 

Nose 

(17)  Adenoids  only  ... 

... 

3 

and 

(18)  Chronic  Tonsillitis  and 

Throat 

Adenoids 

16 

136 

(19)  Other  Conditions 

5 

10 

• • • 

... 

XVI. 


Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection — Continued. 


Routine 

Special 

Inspections 

Inspections 

No.  of  Defects 

No.  of  Defects 

I 

Requir- 

Requir- 

Defect  or  Disease 

ing  to 

ing  to 

be  kept 

be  kept 

Requir- 

under 

Requir- 

under 

ing 

observat- 

ing 

observat- 

Treat- 

ion  but 

Treat- 

tion  but 

ment 

not  re- 

ment 

not  re- 

quiring 

quiring 

Treat- 

Treat- 

ment 

ment 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(20)  Enlarged  C ervical  Glands 

(Non-Tuberculous) 

9 

260 

. . . 

• . . 

(21)  Defective 

Speech 

14 

48 

... 

• • • 

Heart 

Heart  Disease  : — 

and  1 

(22)  Organic 

1 

25 

1 

Circulat-  j 

(23)  Functional 

3 

97 

1 

1 

ion 

(24)  Anaemia 

52 

32 

Lungs  ^ 

(25)  Bronchitis 

(26)  Other  Non-Tuberculous 

35 

35 

Diseases 

6 

34 

Tuber-  1 

(27)  Pulmonary 

• • • 

1 

culosis  ' 

^ (28)  Non-Pulmonary 

2 

6 

Nervous  j 

f"  (29)  Epilepsy 

2 

6 

System  ' 

L (30)  Other  Conditions 

3 

10 

Ortho- 

(31)  Posture 

(32)  Flat  Foot 

38 

80 

28 

59 

1 

paedic 

1 (33)  Other  Forms  ... 

57 

128 

1 

Develop- 

(34)  Rickets 

(35)  Hernia 

... 

1 

3 

... 

mental 

, (36)  Other... 

7 

59 

... 

Psycho-  I 

f (37)  Development  ... 

3 

28 

. . . 

logical  ' 

, (38)  Stability 

1 

24 

1 

(39)  Other  Defects  and  diseases  (excluding 

Defects  of  Nutrition,  Uncleanliness  and 
Dental  f->iseases) 

28 

56 

2 

Total  number  of  Defects 

662 

1555 

8 

2 

xvil. 

TABLE  IL 

B. — Classification  of  the  General  Condition  of  Children 
Inspected  during  the  Year  in  the  Routine  Age  Groups. 


Age-Groups 

Number 

of 

Children 

Inspected 

A 

Good 

B 

Fair 

C 

Poor 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

Entrants 

1343 

645 

48.03 

656 

48  84 

42 

3.13 

Second  Age-Group 

1311 

790 

60,26 

498 

37.99 

23 

1.75 

Third  Age-Group 

687 

345 

50  22 

335 

48.76 

7 

1.02 

Other  Routine 

Inspections 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

• • . 

TOTAL 

3341 

1780 

53.28 

1489 

44  57 

72 

2.15 

TABLE  HI. — Return  of  all  Handicapped  Children  in  the  Area. 


• XVlll 


XIX. 


TABLE  IV.— TREATMENT  TABLES. 


Disease  or  Defect 

Number  of  Defects  treated,  or  under 
treatment  during  the  year 

Group  1. — 

Minor  Ailments 
(excluding 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 

Otherwise 

Total 

Uncleanliness) 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

5kin  : — 

Ringworm-Scalp — 

(i).  X-Ray  Treatment 

(ii).  Other  Treatment 

4 

• • • 

4 

Ringworm-Rody 

2 

2 

4 

Scabies  ... 

2 

• • • 

2 

Impetigo  ... 

171 

4 

175 

Other  Skin  Disease 

18 

39 

57 

Minor  Eye  Defects: — 

(External  and  other, 
but  excluding  cases 
falling  in  Group  II).  ... 

15 

9 

24 

Minor  Ear  Defects: — 

1 

28 

29 

Miscellaneous : — 

[e.g..  Minor  injuries 
bruises,  sores, 
chilblains,  etc  ) 

16 

71 

87 

Total 

229 

153 

382 

Group  II. — Defective 
Vision  and  Squint 

Errors  of  Refraction 

(including  Squint)  ... 

843 

20 

863 

Other  Defect  or  Disease 

of  the  Eyes 

2 

8 

10 

Total 

845 

2 8 

873 

XX. 


TABLE  IV. 

Group  III. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 


Number  of  Cases 
treated  the 

Authority 

Otherwise 

Received  operative  treatment  : — 

(a)  for  diseases  of  the  ear 

28 

{b)  for  adenoids  and  chronic  tonsillitis  ... 

• . . 

648 

(c)  for  other  nose  and  throat  conditions  ... 

... 

29 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment  ... 

... 

58 

Total 

... 

763 

TABLE  IV. 

Group  IV. — Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects. 


Number  of  Children 
treated  : — 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 

Otherwise 

Residential  treatment  with  education 

• • . 

Residential  treatment  without  education  ... 

1 

Non-residential  treatment  at  an  orthopaedic  clinic  ... 

435 

14 

Total  number  of  Children  treated 

435 

15 

XXI. 


(1) 


(a) 


(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(10) 


TABLE  V. 

Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 


Number  of  children  inspected  by  the  Dentist — 

Primary 

Re- 

Years  Exam- 

inations 

Exam- 

inations 

Totals 

/ Under  5 ....  315 

56  .... 

371 

5 ....  125  .... 

147  .... 

272 

6 ....  129  .... 

192  .... 

321 

7 ....  106  .... 

184  .... 

290 

8 ....  — .... 

214  .... 

214 

Routine 

9 ....  — .... 

227  .... 

227 

Age  Groups 

10  ....  — .... 

213  .... 

213 

11  ....  — .... 

154  .... 

154 

12  ....  — .... 

2 .... 

2 

13  ....  — .... 

— 

— 

14  ....  — .... 

.... 

— 

15  ....  — .... 

• 

— 

— 

1 675 

1389  .... 

2064 

(b)  Specials  (Primary, 

1166;  Re-examinations, 

1670)  .... 

2836 

(r)  TOTAL  (Routine 

and  Specials) 

4900 

Number  found  to  require  treatment 

.... 

4454 

Number  actually  treated  .... 

• ••• 

3058 

Attendances  made  by 
Half-days  devoted  to : 

children  for  treatment  .... 

.... 

4829 

Inspection 

••••  •••* 

22 

Treatment 

••••  •••• 

468 

490 

Fillings  ; — 

Permanent  Teeth 

440 

Temporary  Teeth 

14 

454 

No.  of  Teeth  filled  : — 

Permanent  Teeth 

225 

Temporary  Teeth 

8 

233 

Extractions  : — 

Permanent  Teeth 

1279 

Temporary  Teeth 

Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for 

4375 

5654 

extractions 

••••  •••• 

3044 

Other  operations  : — 

Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth 


850 

60 

910 

23 

11 


(11) 

(12) 


Partial  Dentures  provided  .... 
Orthodontic  Appliances 


• • • • 


XXll. 


TABLE  VI. 

Group  VI. — Uncleanliness  and  Verminous  Conditions. 

(i.)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during 

the  year  by  the  School  Nurses  ....  ....  3 

(ii.)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the 

schools  by  School  Nurses  ....  ....  48,928 

(iii.)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  ....  608 

(iv.)  Number  of  individual  children  cleansed  under  Section 

54  (4)  and  (5)  of  the  Education  Act,  1944  ....  — 

(v.)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were 
taken  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1944  ....  — 

(b)  Under  School  Attendance  Bye-Laws  ....  — 


Statement  of  the  number  of  children  notified  during  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1954,  by  the  Local  Education  Authority 

to  the  Local  Health  Authority. 


Diagnosis 

Boys 

Girls 

(1.)  Children  incapable  of  receiving  education  at 

School : — 

■ ' 

(2.)  Children  requiring  supervision  after  leaving 

School  : — 

2 

1 

Total  number  of  children  notified 

2 

1 

